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109 West Main St. « PO Box 11 « Hedgesville, WV 25427
Phone: 304-754-7830 « Email: office@stbernadettewv.org

www.stbernadettewv.org

Office Hours: Mon—Thurs 10 AM—2 PM; Fri 10 AM—12 PM
Office is located in the Religious Education Building

ST. BERNADETTE
DIRECTORY

Pastor, Rev. Fr. Aloysius Boh
Parish Secretary, Lynette Kammerer
Music Director, Linda Abrahamian

Sacristan, Kevin Ferrell
kevin.a.ferrell@gmail.com

Religious Ed., Sara Struemke
reled@stbernadettewv.org

OCIA, Eric Colliflower
Finance Chairperson, Paul Guttmann

Youth Ministry Coordinator, Linda
Abrahamian

Maintenance, Joe Comer
Knights of Columbus, Greg Hilleary

dustyboy1025@gmail.com
REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5 PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday: 9 AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass
with Benediction at 12 NOON

1st Saturday: 9 AM Mass
Rosary immediately following

Confession
Wednesday: 5—5:45 PM
Saturday: 4—4:45 PM
Sunday: 8:15—8:45 AM
or by appointment

>

August 17, 2025

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time,
Year C
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"I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I wish it were al-

ready blazing!” (Luke 12:49)

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church is a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship, Ministry, and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow in love toward all. *It is by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35



20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 17, 2025

REFLECTION

“Are You Fired up for Christ and the Word of
God?”

There is great danger in reading and/or interpreting
the Bible literally or out of context. The Bible 1s
best understood and lived if read and interpreted
holistically. Mastery of one Bible verse or even an
entire chapter of the Bible does not make us ex-
perts in Scripture or theology. No Bible verse,
chapter, or book should be taken literally or at face
value.

Our gospel passage for this 20th Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time, Church Year C, includes the kind of
Bible verse we cannot and must never interpret lit-
erally. Christ says, “I have come to set the earth on
fire, and how I wish it were already blazing!™

Does Christ literally mean what those words say?
Does Christ, the Prince of Peace, really mean his
mission 1s to breed division? If that were the case,
what would we make of this line in His Sermon on
the Mount, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God.” You bet, no!

How can we know that Jesus does not mean fire
and division literally? Well, we know because Je-
sus explains his mission on earth elsewhere in the
Bible in terms that must be understood to interpret
this verse 1n the right biblical context. Here 1s how
Christ explains his mission elsewhere: “I have
come not to abolish the law and the prophets, but to
fulfill them,” Christ says in Matthew 5:17. His mus-
sion was to seek, save and reconcile sinners to
God: “For the Son of Man has come to seek and
save what was lost,” Jesus says in Luke 19:10.

“I have come that they may have life, and have it
more abundantly,” Christ says in John 10:10.
Christ came to give meaning and purpose to our
lives in this world and to offer us life in eternity.
Jesus did nothing in his own name: “I have come to
do the will of my Father,” our Lord says in John
6:38.

Finally, Christ came to liberate us from spiritual
bondage by delivering defeat to sin and death: “For
this purpose, the Son of God was manifested, that
he might destroy the works of the devil,” John 3:8
The Bible 1s full of verses that can help us ensure
we understand and accurately interpret this Bible
text, for surely, Jesus could not have come to bring
division 1f the same Jesus prayed that we may be
one, as he and the Father are one.

The fire Christ wishes “was already blazing” is a
commitment to God that 1s higher than family

bonds. Christ 1s stating that the truth of the faith
and the call of God on one’s life are not things
that can be negotiated. His followers will much
rather break up with their own immediate family
than go against the Word of God. The zeal of a
Christian should be such that he/she will endure
persecution, trusting in Christ “the perfecter of
faith™ as our second reading states. True followers
of Christ will burn with such zeal that they would
be willing to defend the truth, even if they were
thrown into and left to await certain death from
starvation in a cistern, like the Prophet Jeremiah in
our first reading. And even if one were to suffer
for the sake of the Kingdom, we have not yet re-
sisted, says Saint Paul in our second reading, “to
the point of shedding blood.™

Let me close with a few questions and a recom-
mendation. Are we fired up for Christ and the
Kingdom of God? Has the Word of God set our
feet on fire to go out and evangelize others, no
matter the persecution we may face? Can we say
the fire of the gospel burns in us? Do we have the
spiritual zeal needed in order not to compromise
on the Word of God? If our answer 1s YES, then
let us pray for the strength not to compromise on
truth and the teachings of the Church simply be-
cause it gets us to fit into a particular political
mold. Let us pray for the courage to go out and
preach the Good News just like the Prophet Jere-
miah, even 1f that would cause us to be thrown 1n-
to a cistern.

Fr Boh (Pastor)

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

Up Coming Events
Parish Pastoral Council: The Parish Pastoral
Council will meet on Tuesday, August 19th, in the
Religious Ed building at 6 PM. The doors are
open to all parishioners who are interested in at-
tending this meeting.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 8/10

General Fund ... S 3419.00
Onling GIVINE ..ottt $ 197426
MAINIENANCE. ...cv. ettt emsnennseeareee $  575.00
Local Outreach ....ooovveceiiiicienie e 5 151.00
Weekday Mass Attendance: 7/29—82 =102 84 -88=T3

Weekend Mass Attendance: &/9 & 10
S5PM—92 9 AM—149 11 AM—134

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP




ST BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Eucharistic Adoration: Come adore the Lord for one hour or more
in Eucharistic Adoration. The Most Blessed Sacrament will be ex-
posed upon the altar of our parish church on Friday immediately
after morning Mass. Exposition and adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment will end with Benediction at 12 noon. We must have at least
one person present in the Church during this period.

What is Adoration? It 1s a silent time for you to be alone with the
Alone. During this time, you can recite your favorite prayers, read
the bible, contemplate acts of faith, hope, charity, thanksgiving, or
reparation, or do whatever type of prayerful devotion that suits you
before our Lord. You can sit quietly and say nothing, just keeping
Him company like you would with a dear friend. Clear your calen-
dar and come stay with the Lord and feel His love and His peace!
May you receive many blessings during Adoration this week.

To the Parishioners of St. Bernadette’s,

[ want to express my heartfelt thanks for the kindness, love, and sup-
port you have shown me during my time at St. Bernadette’s. Your
friendship and care have meant so much to me.

[ am now happily settled at my nephew’s home in Parma, OH, but I
will always carry fond memories of my time with you. Thank you
once again for your thoughtfulness and support.

With gratitude,

Fr. Ansgar

Well wishes for Fr. Ansgar can be sent to:

Fr. Ansgar Laczko

c¢/o Tom Franko

10109 Vienna Dr.

Parma, OH 44130

WHAT'S GOING ON

The Portiuncula Franciscan Order of St Margaret of Corona Region in-
vites you to their monthly “Come and See™ on October 12th from 1—4
PM at Priestfield Pastoral Center in Kearneysville. There is a flyer on
the bulletin board in the narthex with more information.

Sign up for the Day of Reflection (for those in the second half of life) co
-sponsored by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Sessions are being
offered on two days, Wednesday, September 10th in Charleston or
Thursday, September 25th in Wheeling, from 8:30 AM—4 PM. Space
is limited and cost $25 per person. Registration information is posted
on the bulletin board in the narthex.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty
Beniot, Hank Chase, Berme Guy, Jackie Crouse, Kevin Lathwell, Dorothy
Knipe, Rebecca Ramsey, Linda Spiker, Vick: Lowery, Michael Huey, Isabella
Homing, Raymond & Connie Roscoe, Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot,
Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating, Sandy Rob-
ertson, Ruby, Elveta Guinn, Judy Boland, Barb Loefler, Jane Batten, James
Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz, Wilham & Mary Ulicny

Flease keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830) to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, August 17th

2nd Collection for Education of
DWC Seminarians

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Charles Deal (+)

11 AM Mass
Monday, August 18th
7PM Knights of Columbus
Meeting
Tuesday, August 19th
9 AM Mass
10 AM Stitches from the Heart
6 PM Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday, August 20th
9 AM Mass
Intention for Kelsey Hafen (+)
5-5:45PM  Confession
6 PM Mass
Thursday, August 21st
9 AM Mass
Friday, August 22nd
9 AM Mass
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction
4—7 PM Crab Feast
**This is a ticketed event **
Saturday, August 23rd
4—4:45PM Confession
5PM Mass
Intention for Keri Kolbay (+)
Sunday, August 24th
8:15—8:45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass
11 AM Mass
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
T830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM., and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession 1s also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parnish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marmage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: Whena
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

WEEKLY READINGS

Monday 18—IJgs 2:11-19; Ps 106; Mt 19:16-22
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request

and Communally as scheduled.

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair-

person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamuan,
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,
Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-

Tuesday 19—IJgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85; Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday 20—Memorial of St Bernard, Abbot and
Doctor of the Church; Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21; Mt 20:1-16

Thursday 21-—Memorial of St Pius X, Pope;
Jgs 11:29-39a; Ps 40; Mt 22:1-14

Friday 22—Memorial of the Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary; Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22;
Ps 146; Mt 22:34-40

Saturday 23—Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Ps 128;
Mt 23:1-12

lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,

Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. Sunda}f 24— Is 66:18-21: Ps 117: Heb 12:5-7. 11-13:

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are Lk 13:22-30

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




