21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 24, 2025

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a

Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS

advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make

arrangements to bring Holy Communion. Monday 25—1 Thes 1:1-5, 8b-10; Ps 149;
Mt 23:13-22

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request
and Communally as scheduled.

. ) ) Tuesday 26—1 Thes 2:1-8; Ps 139; Mt 23:23-26
Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new

people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form . .
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at Wednesday 27—Memorial of St Monica;
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our | I Thes 2:9-13; Ps 139; Mt 23:27-32

Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Thursday 28—Memorial of St Augustine, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church; 1 Thes 3:7-13; Ps 90;
Mt 24:42-51

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair-
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian,
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz

. . Friday 29—Memorial of the Passion of St Joh the
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann, Baptist; 1 Thes 4:1-8; Ps 97; Mk 6:17-29

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol- | Saturday 30—1 Thes 4:9-11; Ps 98; Mt 25:14-30
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. Sunday 31—Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29; Ps 68;

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a; Lk 14:7-14

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.
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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE attempt to enter but will

Saturday: 5PM "
not be strong enough,

Sunday:  9AM& 11 AM
Luke 13

Tuesday: 9 AM

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church is a Christian community in the Catholic tra-
dition following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of
God and the church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship,
Ministry, and Service we celebrate our common faith given in baptism.
Grateful for our faith, we seek to grow in love toward all. “It is by your love
for one another that everyone will recognize you as my disciples.”

—John 13:35
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REFLECTION

"Lord, will only a few people be saved?" He answered
them, "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I
tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong
enough.”

This is what jumped out at me when I read the Gospel pas-
sage for this weekend's Masses. Veronica lived a devout but
unassuming life. When she died and went to heaven, Saint
Peter welcomed her at the gate, brought her in, and took her
on a tour of heaven. At the end of the tour, Saint Peter
showed her room. The next day, a great procession filled
the celestial streets, complete with trumpets and cheering
angels. After all the fanfare, Veronica approached Peter and
asked, "Why was there such a grand reception today?” “We
were welcoming a bishop,” Saint Peter replied. Veronica
felt a pang of disappointment and didn’t hide it from Peter.
"How is it that the bishop’s reception was so grand, while
mine was so... ordinary?" Saint Peter replied with a gentle
smile, "Perhaps it's not about the fanfare, but the purpose. It
is very rare to have a bishop come into heaven. So, whenev-
er we have one, we always make the ceremonial reception
prominent. Heaven is not a club.

In today’s gospel, Jesus speaks of people coming from all
over the world to “recline at table in the Kingdom of God.”
He warns that not all will be welcome to join this gathering,
but only those who have had a personal and genuine rela-
tionship with God.

It is clear from what Jesus is saying that not everyone will
reap the benefits of God’s salvation. Not all will make
heaven. There is a narrow door, and it is very difficult to get
through it. A great crowd is thronging around it and trying
to get in, but very few make it. And at a certain point, the
owner shuts the door, and many are left outside. That owner
is God who, as promised through Isaiah, prepares the ban-
quet of the Kingdom (Is. 25:6).

Those who are left outside will say, “We ate and drank in
your company, and you taught in our streets.” But he sends
them away, “Depart from me, all you evildoers!”

"Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell
you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.”
This is the call or challenge that the Gospel puts before us
today. You can only get through the narrow gate or door by
making yourself small. A big person cannot get through a
narrow gate. In other words, entering through the narrow
gate denotes a steady obedience to the Lord Jesus -- over-
coming all opposition and rejecting every temptation. It
requires self-denial and may involve opposition from the
world.

Therefore, while occupying a leadership position within the
church can be significant, it does not automatically guaran-
tee entrance into heaven. Outward religious practices or
positions without a genuine, personal relationship with God
are no guarantee of entering heaven. Today, we are remind-
ed that if you want to enter heaven, make sure that you do
not allow your size to get bigger than the gate through
which you would go. That is, you must continue pruning
yourself if you have not gone through the gate. This is not
achieved by looking at others but by looking steadily at
oneself.

This week, constantly remind yourself that the path to heav-
en is so difficult and “narrow” that, despite how hard we
try, only a few will figure it out.

Fr Boh (Pastor)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Diocesan Young Adult Council: We are grateful to OJ
Finley and Kevin Ferrell for accepting the recommendation
for this council. However, the fact that their names have
been submitted does not automatically constitute member-
ship. They will be vetted at the level of the Martinsburg Vi-
cariate, and if they make it, their names will be forwarded to
the diocese for yet another vetting before the final selection
of the three members who will constitute the diocesan coun-
cil.

Discernment Retreat: The Missionary Sisters Servants of
the Word are organizing a discernment retreat for women
18-30 years, from August 29th — 30th at Priestfield Pastoral
Center, 4030 Middleway Pike, Kearneysville, WV 25430.
So far, 16 young girls have signed up for the Discernment
Retreat. Most of the girls are from the Martinsburg Vicari-
ate, and one of them is from Charleston. The Retreat is still
open. If you are a young adult woman who is interested in
participating, you can sign up at
www.westvirginiamission@hmsp.org.

“The Way Retreat for Survivors of Abuse” As the
Church continues to minister to all survivors of abuse, the
Archdiocese of Washington is offering retreats for survi-
vors. The archdiocese will offer a women’s retreat on
Sept.19-21,2025 and April 25—26, 2026. In partnership
with the Archdiocese of Atlanta, a men’s retreat will be held
June 12-14, 2026. This retreat is an occasion for survivors
to reflect on God’s plan for their lives and for healing
through prayer and the sacraments. For more information go
to https://adw.org/the-way-retreat/. To register,
email mcdonaldd@adw.org.

Frequently Asked Questions

Question: Will I have to talk about the details of my abuse
in a group setting?

Answer: No. There will be times during the retreat when
you can talk to others, but you are not required to share
about your abuse. The retreat focuses on opportunities for
prayer through scripture and the Passion of Christ, God’s
original plan for you, Reconciliation, and Mass.

Question: I am not a victim of clergy sexual abuse, can I
still come?

Answer: Yes! This day is for anyone who has been abused
in any way by anyone. You are not taking a spot from

ST BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH

someone else who needs it ... YOU need it ...we are here for you.
Question: Is there a fee for the retreat?
Answer: No. There is no fee or cost associated with this opportunity.

Fr Boh (Pastor)
May Saint Bernadette Soubirous pray and intercede for us.
Happy Sunday!

WHAT’S GOING ON

Join us on Sunday, September 7th, after the 11 AM Mass, for a joyful
parish picnic and pig roast! We’ll gather together to celebrate our 5th
Anniversary as a parish family with fellowship, food, and fun. There is
a sign-up sheet in the narthex so that each household can let us know
how many will be attending and what side dish or dessert you will bring
to share. The parish will provide the pig roast, drinks, and plenty of
smiles! Let’s come together to give thanks for five wonderful years of
faith, community, and growth—and look forward to many more!

Knights of Columbus invites your participation in the Annual Coats for
Kids Program. This program provides a new coat for the many children
in need within our community. As winter will soon be knocking on our
door, many children will be subjected to the cold temperatures of the
season without proper outerwear. Your donation, in any amount, will go
directly to purchasing coats. Individual coat prices are $20.00 each, or a
case of 12 coats can be purchased at a cost of $250.00 each. When or-
ders are placed by September 15, 2025, we will be able to get two cases
for the price of one, thus allowing us to warm twice as many children.
Your donation can be placed in the basket in the Narthex or by using a
designated Coats for Kids envelope. Check donations should be
made payable to Knights of Columbus Council 18683. Thank you for
your kindness and generous support. God Bless.

The Portiuncula Franciscan Order of St Margaret of Corona Re-
gion invites you to their monthly “Come and See” on October 12th from
1—4 PM at Priestfield Pastoral Center in Kearneysville. There is a flyer
on the bulletin board in the narthex with more information.

Sign up for the Day of Reflection (for those in the second half of life)
co-sponsored by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. Sessions are be-
ing offered on two days, Wednesday, September 10th in Charleston or
Thursday, September 25th in Wheeling, from 8:30 AM—4 PM. Space
is limited and cost $25 per person. Registration information is posted
on the bulletin board in the narthex.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 8/17

General Fund ..........cc.oooovieviiiiiiiieceeceee $ 4146.00
Online Giving .......ccoeveveieieeeiecieieeeeeeeeevene $ 1963.00
MaInNteNANCE. .......cvveeeveeeceeeeeeee e e e $ 25.00
Local Outreach ........coooeeeeeeieeieeieeeeeeeee. $ 45.00
Diocesan Collections ..........cccccoevveeveeeeereeeennenne. $ 1315.00

Weekend Mass Attendance: 8/16 & 17
5PM—98 9 AM—167 11 AM—103

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty
Beniot, Hank Chase, Jackie Crouse, Kevin Lathwell, Dorothy Knipe, Rebecca
Ramsey, Linda Spiker, Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Isabella Horning, Ray-
mond & Connie Roscoe, Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco,
Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating, Sandy Robertson, Ruby,
Elveta Guinn, Judy Boland, Barb Loefler, Jane Batten, James Wynkoop, Carol
Bogacz, William & Mary Ulicny

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
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Sunday, August 24th
8:15—8:45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass

11 AM Mass
Tuesday, August 26th

9 AM Mass

10 AM Stitches from the Heart
Wednesday, August 27th

9 AM Mass

5-5:45 PM  Confession

6 PM Mass

Intention for Elaine Audet (+)

Thursday, August 28th
9 AM Mass

Friday, August 29th

9 AM Mass

Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON  Benediction

Saturday, August 30th
Happy Birthday, Fr. Boh!!
4—4:45 PM Confession
5PM Mass
Intention for Linda Guy (+)

Sunday, August 31st
8:15—8:45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass
Intention for Elaine Audet (+)
11 AM Mass



https://adw.org/the-way-retreat/

