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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9AM
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday:  9AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass:

with Benediction at 12 NOON

1st Saturday: 9 AM Mass
'Rosary immediately following

December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent

JOY

/ut JOY FROM THE LORD
{S YOUR STRENGTH!

Vehemioh 8:10

Mission Statement:

St. Bemadette Catholic Church is a Chnstian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship, Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seck to
grow in love toward all. “It is by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” John 13:35



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 14, 2025

REFLECTION
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, welcome!
Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, and it’s ap-
propriately called Gaudete Sunday or the Sunday
of Joy! We light the third candle - ‘Joy Candle’ or
‘Shepherd’s Candle’, on the Advent Wreath. The
color of the candle is rose/pink. The vestments the
priest and deacon wear are rose instead of purple,
which represent joy. This is a time of rejoicing and
heightened anticipation as Christmas draws nearer.
The Entrance Antiphon for this Mass commands
us “Rejoice in the Lord always; again, | say, re-
joice. Why are we called upon to rejoice today? It
is because “the Lord is near”. We are 10 days
away from Christmas Eve. Many things can weigh
us down in life, but the coming of the Lord is the
coming of strength, of grace, of renewal, of new
life it is truly something to rejoice in. We should
also rejoice because of all the blessings God has
given us.
True joy comes from God alone and not from the
things of this world. And so, the Apostle Paul
commands us to rejoice “in the Lord”. We will
never experience joy if we don’t know where it
comes from. Jesus is the source of all joy. “My
Spirit rejoices in God my Savior,” says the Virgin
Mary (Lk 1:47). If true joy is found in His pres-
ence and He does not change (Heb 13:8), then the
only place we should ever seck joy is in Him.
Therefore, to be joyful entails living an authentic
Christian life; that is, turning away from sin and
all that entices us, and returning to God whole-
heartedly. This is the call that John the Baptist ad-
dressed to us last Sunday. He calls for radical re-
pentance (turning from sin to God) and thus pre-
pares the way for Christ, creating the space for
joy. The one who heeds this call to repentance will
live happily and walk joyfully before God.
Dear friends in Christ, let us take advantage of the
opportunities of the Parish Advent Penance Ser-
vice on Wednesday, December 17th, from 4 -
5:30 PM and of the Parish Advent Day of Recol-
lection on Thursday, December 18th, from 9 AM
~ 1:30 PM in the Parish Church and let Jesus
transform your heart and prepare you to celebrate
the great feast of Christmas.
May Christ’s nearness fill you with a deep and
lasting joy that shines out to everyone. Present
yourself to the world as a true messenger of Christ
by bringing His joy to the poor and the oppressed.
Happy Sunday! Fr. Boh, Pastor

Day of Recollection
Thursday, December 18th

9:00 AM - Mass and Morning Prayer

10:05 AM - Reflective Talk

11:00 AM - Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment; Quiet Reflection and Adoration. Time
for personal prayer before the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Rosary Prayer

12 NOON - Angelus and Midday Prayer
12:20 PM - Opportunity for Confession; this
will be your best bet for Reconciliation before

Christmas
12:45 PM - Fellowship Lunch: A light lunch

will be provided in McFadden Hall

WHAT'S GOING ON

Advertising—We will soon begin offering ad-
vertising space in our weekly bulletin. If you
own a business, this is a great opportunity to
promote your services while supporting our
parish community. More information on sizes
and rates will be available soon. Please call
the office if you are interested. Spaces will be
limited.

Christmas Eve Masses—To assist in the flow
of traffic between the two Christmas Eve
Masses, we ask that everyone enter through
the Hedgesville Road entrance and exit out the
alley (Lyle Street) and to the light. We will
have volunteers directing traffic to ensure eve-
ryone exits safely.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience

as we welcome many visitors this holy night!

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 12/7

General Fund. ... $ 7427.00

Online GIVING - ..ciciisaaiisisdsdisiisisdsdiisatgs $ 2070.44

MAINENARCE .. v is s vsisabasasasas i s e s asasasasa $ 1353.00

LocalOutreach: .. . iiiiiiiididdididisasiion $  430.00
Weckend Mass Attendance:

5PM—125 9 AM—194 11 AM—94

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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Knights of Columbus will gather for their monthly meeting
this Monday, November 17th at 7 PM. All current Knights of
Columbus and anyone interested in joining the St. Berna-
dette's Knights of Columbus Council are invited and encour-
aged to attend.

Knights of Columbus
St. Bernadette Council 18683

GREGORY J HILLEARY

December 2025

Thank you - St. Bernadette Parish Family,

During this season of Advent, the membership of the Knights of Columbus, in a true
spirlt of giving, gives thanks to the many that have generously supported our group
and our mission.

One year ago, the Knights of Columbus was blessed to become a part of St. Bernadette
Parish. Since then, with your support, so much good has been accomplished. First, the
Council was formed, and now we proudly consist of 44 members. These men are
people you know - family members, Parish Family members, friends and they are
present - standing next to us during Mass.

More importantly is the significant way we, as a Parish Family, have been able to make
a positive difference, to those in need, during this first year,

To highlight, through your unselfish giving and generous support, I have listed our
significant accomplishments:

- Coats for Kids — 144 Coats purchased and distributed to those in need

- Box of Joy — 76 Boxes sent to children in need — spreading Joy of Christmas

- Life Chain — 21 partidpants silently praying for an end to abortion

- Food for Families — donation of food items for people with nothing to eat
Dedicated support for fundraising events throughout the year

I humbly express my deepest gratitude to everyone for your continued support. It is
because of you that we make a positive difference for so many.

May God continue to Bless us in our works of mercy.

Sincerely,

Greg Hilleary
Knights of Columbus

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy Bookwalter.
Walter Shenk. Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Hank Chase, Jackie
Crouse, Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Raymond & Connic Roscoe, Glenda Bonfila,
Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley. Maggie Keat-
ing, Sandy Robertson, Elveta Guinn, Jane Batten, James Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz.
Jane Thiclman, Lynn Fitzharris, Fr. Ansgar, Deb Mackesy, Marianne Henterly.
Thomas Mackesy

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your
thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 1o add a name to our

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 14th

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish
10 AM Parish-Wide Advent
Celebration - Tree Blessing & Lighting
11 AM Mass

Intention for Herbert Boh (L)

Monday, December 15th
7PM Knights of Columbus
Monthly Meeting

Tuesday, December 16th
9 AM Mass
Intention for the Kusmitch family

Wednesday, December 17th

9 AM Mass

Intention for the Kusmitch family
4—5:30 PM  Advent Penance Service

6 PM Mass

6:30 PM OCIA
Thursday, December 18th
9 AM Mass

Intention for the Kusmitch family
9 AM—1:30 PM Day of Recollection

Friday, December 19th

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Fr. Boh's intentions and
that he will grow in holiness
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction

Saturday, December 20th
4—4:45PM Confession

5PM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish

Sunday, December 21st
8:15—R: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass
Intention for Sue Comer (+)
11 AM Mass
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,

First Reconciliation, First Communion. and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: Whena
Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

Monday [5—Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a: Ps 25: Mt 21:23-27
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request
and Communally as scheduled.

Tuesday 16—Zep 3:1-2, 9-13: Ps 34; Mt 21:28-32
Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new Cead °P e
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our| Wednesday 17—Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72; Mt 1:1-17
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- Thursday 18—Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary: Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian,
M Sabol, Joe C . Kevin Ferrell, and Carol B .

fuireen Sabol, Joe Comies, Kevin Rerrll, and Corol Bogase | prictay 19 Jis 13:27, 4056 PR 1S TR 135205
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb
Saturday 20—Is 7:10-14: Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38
Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. Sunday 21—Is 7:10:14; Ps 24; Rom 1:1-7;
Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are Mt 1:18-24

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If
you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must ke at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know hat
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability™ for additional information and reporting methods.




Cioting
~ 3:45 PM
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~4:00 PM
é%wﬁmwuZ%wéaﬁd&Q%@m
~4:30 PM

PLEASE JOIN US EARLY ON CHRISTMAS EVE FOR A
SHORT CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT AT 4:00
PM. THROUGH SCRIPTURE AND BELOVED CAROLS,
OUR CHILDREN LEAD US FROM THE ANCIENT
PROMISES OF ISAIAH TO THE NATIVITY OF OUR
LORD.

THIS SIMPLE, BEAUTIFUL PRESENTATION IS A
JOYFUL WAY TO BEGIN THE CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTMAS. ARRIVING EARLY ENSURES GOOD
SEATING FOR THE 4:30 PM FAMILY MASS.

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and
ST. BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH they shall name him Emmanuel," which means “God is
109 W. MAIN STREET « HEDGESVILLE, WV 25427 with us.” - Matthew 1:23

;l‘x g

2026 SENIORS

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUESOON

Class of 2026: Rooted and Ready
The St. Bernadette Parish Scholarship application is due
February 1. Let your faith, service, and witness shine
through.
Need an application or have questions? Email
reled@stbernadettewv.org or contact the parish office.




Religious Education Christmas Break Announcement

Our Religious Education programs (Kindergarten through Confirmation Formation) are now on Christmas
Break.

Classes will resume on January 11.

We hope this season gives fanulies extra space for prayer, togetherness, and simple moments of faith at home.
As St. John Paul I reminded us, “As the family goes, so goes the nation and the whole world in which we live.”
May vour homes be filled with peace and grace as we celebrate the birth of Our Lord.

Please Pray for Our OCIA Candidates

Our OCIA Candidates and Catechumens are well into their journey toward full communion with the Catholic
Church. Please keep them in your prayers during this Advent Season:

Maria, Keli, Cliff, Michelle, Kevin, Emma, Nikki, James, Yongmei, Austin, Lora, Tiffany, Grace, Tera
Maria, Joel, Melanie, Mikayla, Bryan, Dean, Yuhzen, and Brandon.

We also have nine youth enrolled in our OCIA-adapted program for children.

Please pray with joy and gratitude for these wonderful adults, teens, and children—that their walk with Christ
may be abundant: that our volunteers may be granted wisdom and perseverance; and above all, that we may
receive with thankful hearts the privilege of accompanying them as they draw closer to the fullness of the Faith.

Turn Tax Time Into
Blessing Time

Finalizing your year-end giving? Please consider
supporting the St. Bernadette Parish Scholarship
Fund. Scholarships begin in 2026 and are

prayerfully discerned from available earnings.

Call the parish office for details on how to make a
contribution before the end of the year.




