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BERNADETTE

\CATHOLIC CHURCH

109 West Main St. - PO Box 11 « Hedgesville, WV 25427

Phone: 304-754-7830 - Email: office@stbemadettewv.org

www.sthermadettewv.org

Register online at www.flocknote.com/sthernadettewv
Office Hours: Mon—Thurs 10 AM—2 PM; Fri 10 AM—12 PM
Office is located in the Religious Education Building

ST. BERNADETTE
DIRECTORY

Pastor, Rev. Fr. Aloysius Boh
Parish Secretary, Lynette Kammerer
Music Director, Linda Abrahamian

Sacristan, Kevin Ferrell
kevin.a.ferrell@gmail.com

Religious Ed., Sara Struemke
reled@stbemadettewv.org

OCIA, Eric Colliflower
Finance Chairperson, Paul Guttmann

Youth Ministry Coordinator, Linda
Abrahamian

Maintenance, Joe Comer

Knights of Columbus, Greg Hilleary
dustyboy1025@gmail.com

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday: 9 AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass
with Benediction at 12 NOON

1st Saturday: 9 AM Mass
Rosary immediately following

Confession
Wednesday: 5—5:45 PM
Saturday: 4—4:45 PM
Sunday: 8:15—8:45 AM
or by appointment

December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent
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Mission Statement:

St. Bemadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word. Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith. we seek to
grow in love toward all. “It 1s by vour love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 21, 2025

REFLECTION

“Joseph. son of David. do not be afraid to take Mary
your wife into your home. For it i1s through the Holy
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She
will bear a son. and you are to name him Jesus. be-
cause he will save his people from their sins.” Mat-
thew 1:20-21

As we begin the Fourth Week of Advent, we focus ev-
er more directly upon the miracle that took place over
2.000 years ago. The passage quoted above presents us
with the words of the angel of the Lord who spoke to
Joseph in a dream. This was one of four dreams that
Joseph had in which an angel spoke to him concerning
the Christ Child.

Saint Joseph is described in Matthew’s Gospel as “a
righteous man” who was unwilling to expose his be-
trothed wife, Mary, to shame. We know the story well.
Mary became pregnant after being betrothed to Joseph
but before they lived together. and Joseph didn’t un-
derstand how this happened. Mary’s virtue and good-
ness would have appeared to contradict the possibility
of her becoming pregnant when she did. Joseph was
planning on doing what he thought was the honorable
thing. He decided to divorce her quietly so that she
would not endure public shame.

But God’s plan was so much greater than what Joseph
could initially comprehend. The Incarnation of the Son
of God within the womb of his betrothed required su-
pernatural understanding. And that’s what Joseph was
given. Though he had a dream in which an angel spoke
to him, a dream was not enough. The dream also need-
ed to be accompanied by the gift of supernatural
knowledge. Joseph listened in the dream and believed
by the interior revelation of faith that this incredible
reality was true. This Child was indeed conceived by
the Holy Spirit within the virginal womb of his be-
trothed. and Joseph accepted his God-given responsi-
bility.

Joseph’s witness is one to ponder and be inspired by.
First, 1t’s essential that we ponder the story as it hap-
pened and be mspired by God’s singularly unique plan
by which He took on our human nature. But Joseph
also provides us with inspiration for our own callings
in life. Joseph inspires us to face any and every mys-
tery in life that we encounter with the utmost trust in
God. God’s wisdom and ways are always far beyond
ours. Very often in life. God will call us to walk an
unknown and mysterious path. Life does not always
make perfect sense from a purely rational perspective.
Very often, we must allow our human reason to be in-
formed and led by God’s supernatural plan. For each
of us, this mysterious path will be different. But if we
are to walk by the same faith that Saint Joseph had.
then we must always be willing to accept the most sub-
lime mysteries i life and allow God’s revealing Word

to clanty them.

Reflect. today. upon any way that you feel challenged
by life’s circumstances. What tempts you to doubt. to
be confused. or to feel uncertain? What is it that re-
quires supernatural knowledge on your part to em-
brace? If God the Father chose to bring forth His di-
vine Son in such a mysterious way. then we should
not be surprised when God calls us to embrace similar
mysteries in life. Walk by faith. Be inspired by Saint
Joseph. Say “Yes™ to that which God 1s asking of you.
As you do. you will find that you will begin to walk
down the most glorious road you can walk.

Most glorious Saint Joseph. you were a man of true
righteousness and integrity. You were open to the in-
spired gift of faith and chose to walk by that faith as
you faced the greatest of mysteries. Please pray for me
that I may learn from you and be inspired to imitate
the life that you lived. Saint Joseph. pray for us. Jesus.
I trust in You. (cf “My Catholic Life! A journey of personal
conversion!™)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parish family and friends.
We are only 4 days until
Christmas! The excitement is
real! It is my great joy to wel-
come all of you to Saint Berna-
dette and to express my warm-
est wishes to you and your fam-
ilies for a most blessed Christ-
mas and joyful New Year.

The story of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ is a
reminder to us all that God came to live among us. to
be close to us. and to save us from our sins. He came
on earth to reveal an extraordinary message of love.
hope. joy and peace. This is the joy that Isaac Watts
captures in his song “Joy to the world, the Lord is
come.” This joy isn't just seasonal: it's the deep. un-
shakable delight of knowing Christ rules with truth
and grace, a promise fulfilled by His birth and antici-
pated in His return.

As we celebrate the Nativity of Jesus, we remain eter-
nally grateful to God for all the blessings. especially
for the gifts of life. family, parish community. friends
and neighbors.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 12/14

General Bond ... ausansaasaissisiises $ 3860.00
Online GIVING ..ooovveieriieiiierie e $ 215233
MBTENATICE 1o oz orosin sis dobess vis Say o0 ssEaiasae $ 138.97
Tocal Outreach::unsaanmmnsssnssss $ 128.25
Diocesan Collection ..ooocuvveeevevecevieeeeerisnnnnnn. $ 2435.00

Weekend Mass Attendance:
5PM—104 9 AM—178 11 AM—152

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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ST BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Permit me to cease this opportunity to thank all of you sincerely as you
have been such a blessing to our parish for active participation and sup-
port with your gifts of time. talents and timely financial help. My spe-
cial gratitude goes to all the volunteers in our different ministries who
do such a wonderful job in serving the various needs of our parish with
much enthusiasm and commitment.

I hope and pray that you will have a wonderful and blessed time during
this Christmas Season. On my behalf and on behalf of our parish staff
members. I wish you all Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. May
God bless you abundantly during this Christmas Season as well as dur-
ing the New Year.

Blessing of the Christmas Tree What a joy it
was to celebrate with you all last Sunday as we
blessed our Christmas tree! It was a wonderful
moment, and your presence made it a truly|
memorable and spirit-filled gathering. Thank
you for your continued faith. Thanks to those
who picked the tree and those who set it up.
May the light of Christ shine on you this
Christmas!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Mass Program for Christmas Eve and Day
Wednesday, December 24th
9 AM Daily Mass in Religious Ed Building

' |19 AM

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 21st
8:15—8: 45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass
Intention for Sue Comer (+)

11 AM Mass
Intention for Caroll Ann Wood (+)
2:30 PM African Mass

Tuesday, December 23rd
Mass
Intention for the Kusmitch family

) Wednesday, December 24th

Second Collection—Catholic
Charities of West Virginia

§ A S 9 AM Mass—in Rel Ed Bldg
% 33;&1)1\1}4 C ?Oln}g l:{ iag(elal;t' 1 g | 3:45 PM Caroling and Pageant
: L 4:30 PM Nativity of the Lord: Vigil

7 PM Nativity of the Lord: Night
Thursday, December 25th
9 AM Nativity of the Lord: Day

To assist in the flow of traffic between the two Christmas Eve Masses.
we ask that everyone enter through the Hedgesville Road entrance and
exit out the alley (Lyle Street) and to the light. We will have volunteers
directing traffic to ensure everyone exits safely. Thank you for your
cooperation and patience as we welcome many visitors this holy night!
2026 Men’s Discernment Retreat
This retreat shall hold at Priestfield Pastoral Center. Kearneysville. WV
from February 13 — February 15. For details, see the flyer on the bulle-
tin board in the narthex and in the office.
Eucharistic Adoration is Temporarily Canceled
Please be informed that there will be no Adoration on Friday December
26th. 2025, and Friday January 2nd. 2026. due to the Christmas break
and holiday celebrations. Adoration will resume on Friday. January 9th.
2026. Thank you for your understanding.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordellr, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy Bookwalter.
Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin. Betty Foley. Beverly Barrett, Hank Chase, Jackie
Crouse. Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Raymond & Connie Roscoe, Glenda Bonfila,
Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco. Richard Monroe. Gary E. Manley. Maggie Keat-
ing, Sandy Robertson. Elveta Guinn, Jane Batten. James Wynkoop. Carol Bogacz,
Jane Thielman, Lynn Fitzharris. Fr. Ansgar. Deb Mackesy, Marianne Henterly.
Thomas Mackesy, Florence Dellasanta

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

Intention for the Kusmitch family
7 PM
Intention for June Williams (L)

Thursday, December 25th
Second Collection—Catholic
Charities of West Virginia
9 AM
Intention for Michael Ridley (+)

Friday, December 26th
9 AM Mass
Intention for Sarah Bright (+)

Saturday, December 27th
4—4:45PM Confession

5PM Mass

Intention for the Kusmitch family

Sunday, December 28th

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for the Comer and Edwards
families

11 AM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish

Nativity of the Lord: Night

Nativity of the Lord: Day




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMEER 21, 2025

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Panish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends m April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Comumunion, and/or Confirmation, and are mterested m attending OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist repularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice 1s required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

WEEKLY READINGS
Monday 22—1 Sm 1:24-28: (Ps) 1 Sm 2: Lk 1:46-56

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request
and Communally as scheduled.

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving info our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Communify are asked to inform us.

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman_ Chair-

Tuesday 23—Mal 3:1-4, 23-24: Ps 25: Lk 1:57-66

Wednesday 24—Nativity of the Lord: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b
-12. 14a, 16; Ps 89: Lk 1:67-79

Vigil: Is 62:1-5: Ps 89: Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;

Mt 1:1-25

Night: Is 9:1-6: Ps 96; T12:11-14: Lk 2:1-14

Thursday 25—Nativity of the LordIs 52:7-10: Ps 98:

person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer- Heb 1:1-6: Jn 1:1-18

er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, | .
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Fnday 26—Feast of St S‘rephen. First MMT}TL Acts
6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31: Mt 10:17-22

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb Saturday 27—Feast of St John. Apostle and Evange-

L _ L list: 1 Jn 1:1-4: Ps 97: Jn 20:1a and 2-8
Ministries: If you are mterested m trammng for any of the fol-

lowing nunistries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Comnmnion,

Lector, Altar Server. or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. Sunday 28—Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary

and Joseph: Sir 3:2-6. 12-14: Ps 128: Col 3:12-21 OR
Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are 3:12-17:- Mt 2:12-15. 19-23
not notified when someone from our Parish 1s in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the fanuly. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected cluld sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Cluld Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.
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(PHRISTMAS
“AOCIAL

An Appetizer ChristmdssParty

Celebrate the Christmas Season and
New Year with your parish Family.

Sign up and Bring an appetizer to share!

Festivities following the
January 3, 5pm Mass.
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Donated By:

John & Jane Batten
Patricia & Shelley Bowling
Joe & Elaine Comer

Dave Copenhaver, Sr.

Jack & Mary Beth Cornell

Dorothy & Tom Foley

Dave & Ann Gentile

Paul & Ann Marie
Handwork

Robert & Dorothy Hess

Greg & Karen Hilleary

Thomas Howard

John & Barb Howell

In Memory/Honor Of:

Deceased members of the Batten &
Andrews family

Deceased members of the Bowling family

Cecil, Sue, Eddie, Chad & Jessie Comer
Jamie Mannig, Joe & Anita Edwards

Judy Copenhaver

Beulah Heltzel, Pearl & Frank Brumbaugh,
Joann Coats

Kelsey Hafen

In Honor Of: Harper Hafen

Peter Mather, Angela & Vincent Gentile

In Honor Of: Kait Middleton, Jenna &
Christian Brindle, Logan Handwork, Kaitlyn
Handwork, Kaitlyn Handwork, Leo
Middleton

Francis, Sr. & Elizabeth Domenico and
family, Robert & Mary Hess and family,
Charles & Marjorie Hullitt and family, Vicky
DiPiero, Jeanne Hanson, Peter Mercurio,
Anne & Jim Rehanik, Diana Ceravelo, Gene
Zappitelli, Steve Kappa, Bob McCullough &
Peggy McCullough, Linda Guy, Marty Skane,
William & Patricia Brosmer

Mollice & Hilleary families

Lois J. Howard

Games, Gordon, Howell, and Makoski
families



2025 Christmas Flowers, continued

Donated By:
Ed Kelleher

Charles & Suzan Kinn

The Lathwell family

David Linthicum

John & Vicki Lowery
Ed & Linda Miller

George Morgan
Mrs Ann Nelson
Cathy Poplawski

Pat Reeser

Michelle & Barrett
Robinson

Jean Ridley

Elizabeth Shaw

Gene & Janice Stevens
Jim & Kathy Swann

Vici Trauger

The Wine family
James Wynkoop

In Memory/Honor Of:

Kenneth & Dorothy Kelleher

Cletus & Rita Kinn
John & Nancy Rooney

Tommy Lathwell

Naomi Gaver, Gladys Parker, Marie
Wappler, Wayne Connors, James M. Brian,
and George Eheman

Mr & Mrs Ted Lowery, Ted Lowery, Jr, Mr
& Mrs Vic Blue

Norma Miller

Robert & Elenora Morgan
Gilbert Nelson, Jr.

Chester Poplawski, Andrew Dole

Kathy Reeser & Tedd Reeser

Virginia Lee & C. Archie Riner, William &
Shirley Bishop, and Robert & Helen
Robinson

Michael Ridley
Carmen Shaw
Margaret K & James R Schrier

Swann family

Trauger, Puch, Hessler, Snider & McGill
families

Sue Comer

Helen Wynkoop



