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John the Baptist preaching repentance in the wilderess of Judea

Mission Statement:

St. Bemadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community 1n the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word. Worship, Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given mn baptism. Grateful for our faith. we seek to
grow in love toward all. “Tt is by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 7, 2025

REFLECTION

A Time to Repent

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert
of Judea and saying. “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven 1s at hand!” Matthew 3:1-2

John the Baptist is truly the greatest of the proph-
ets. He had the unique role of being the immediate
precursor to the Savior of the World. Many pious
traditions state that John was sanctified within the
womb of his mother at the moment of the Visita-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. when our Blessed
Mother who was pregnant with Jesus visited Eliza-
beth who was pregnant with John. Upon Mary’s
greeting. John leaped in the womb for joy. Addi-
tionally. Jesus says that no one born of woman
was greater than John. That’s an incredible state-
ment and 1s reason enough for us to listen to the
words of John.

Regarding the preaching of John. note first that
John did his preaching in the desert of Judea. He
did not sit on a royal throne or enjoy the honors of
the Jewish leaders. Instead. he was poor. simple.

prayer ful. legularlv engaged in penance, remained
i the desert and invited many people to come to
him. And when they came. he preached bold
words to all.

Among those who came to John in the desert were
the Pharisees and Sadducees. They did not come
because they were sincere but because of their
jealousy and envy. But when they came. John said
to them. “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the coming wrath? Produce good fruit
as evidence of your repentance.” John then went
on to preach that someone much mightier than he
was coming after him and that he was not worthy
to even untie His sandal straps. John explained
that the one coming would become the source of
salvation for many. but for others. they “...will
burn with unquenchable fire.”

Though much more could be said about John the
Baptist. it’s essential that we regularly consider his
strong words of preaching and allow those words
to shake us to the core. In what ways do you need
to hear John’s message of repentance? In what
ways are you like the Pharisees and Sadducees? In
what ways are you self-centered. envious. jealous.
prideful and the like? If you think you are much
better than the Pharisees and Sadducees who were
addressed with these harsh words by John. then
you may actually be fooling yourself more than
vou realize. The humble soul will also see the sin

in their soul and will always allow the powerful
words spoken by John and by our Lord to lead
them to deeper repentance.

Reflect. today. upon the unerring truth that you
need to repent. You do. The only person who
doesn’t need to repent daily is the one who lives
perpetually in a state of perfect communion with
the Most Holy Trinity. But these holy souls are ra-
re. Don’t be offended by this truth but rejoice in it.
Give thanks to God for the strong words of Saint
John the Baptist, spoken to the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees. and allow yourself to hear those words
yourself. as if they were spoken just for you. Re-
ceive them with humility and rejoicing and allow
them to prepare you more fully to receive our Di-
vine Lord more deeply into your soul this Advent
season. (cf My Catholic Life! A joumey of personal conver-
sion!)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners. on this second Sunday of Ad-
vent. we light the second Advent candle. which is
also purple and symbolizes peace. This candle 1s
also known as the “Bethlehem Candle.” signifying
Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. Some-
times the second week's candle is used to symbol-
ize faith. The peace candle symbolizes the peace
that Jesus Christ brings to the world. It represents
the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies of
a Messiah who would be the Prince of Peace
(Isaiah 9:6). It reminds us that through the birth of
Jesus. humanity can find reconciliation with God
and experience inner peace.

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mark your calendars

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary: Monday. December 8
2025. This honors Mary's conception without orig-
mal sin. It is a Holy Day of Obligation and re-
quires the faithful to attend Mass. Join us for

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 11/30

General Fund ......ccoccovevvvvi e ivivierieennn 3 3758.00
Online GivINg ..c.ccoeevveeveieeicirieveircerecnen. 3 783,25
MAINtENATICE ©ovveeeeeeee e e e e $ 15.13
Local Outreach covveeevveeeecieeeee e 3 60.00

Weekend Mass Attendance:
5 PM—120 9 AM—159 11 AM—99

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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Masses at 9 AM and 5 PM in the parish church.

Parish Christmas Tree Lighting: This ceremony will take place
on Sunday, December 14th, in MacFadden Hall following the 9
AM Mass. All parishioners are cordially invited to attend this joy-
ful tradition.

Parish Advent Penance Service is December 17th at 4 — 5:30 PM

Parish Advent Day of Recollection: Dear Parishioners. let’s step
away from the hustle and bustle of this season of Advent and come
together for a spiritual day of reflection and preparation for the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts at Christmas. On
Thursday. December 18th. Time: 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM in the Par-
1sh Church. See the detailed program of the day at the Church
door. There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex to help us plan lunch.

Happy Sunday!
FROM THE RELIGIOUS ED DEPARTMENT

Mass & Class: This Thursday!

Thursday. December 11 « After 9:00 AM Mass « Ends at 11:00
AM High school homeschooled teens are invited to stay after the
9 AM Mass for our next Mass & Class gathering. We hope to see
everyone who can make it!

Parish-Wide Advent Celebration: Everyone Ages 1-99+! '« A
3rd Sunday of Advent « “Joy” * Join us for a joyful parish celebra-
tion on the Third Sunday of Advent. All parish-
1oners—young, old, and everyone in between—
are warmly invited!

S\ Tree blessing & lighting by Father Boh

Cookie & Cocoa Fellowship after the 9 AM
P
Mass

& Children decorate the parish Christmas tree

(@ Christmas Card Making Table: One of our high school seniors
will host a table to make cards for Hospice patients and local sen-
1ors. Let’s fill her hands with cards to deliver!

& Nativity-Themed Escape Room in the Religious Education
Building for families and small groups

Parents: Religious Education teachers will not be gathering clas-
ses that morning. Please plan to stay with your children. This is
a parish family session.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy Bookwalter,
Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley. Beverly Barrett. Hank Chase, Jackie
Crouse. Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Raymond & Connie Roscoe. Glenda Bonfila,
Jose M. Bourssiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keat-
ing, Sandy Robertson, Elveta Guinn, Jane Batten, James Wynkoop. Carol Bogacz.
Jane Thielman, Lynn Fitzharris. Fr. Ansgar. Deb Mackesy, Marianne Henterly

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, December 7th
8:15—8: 45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass
Intention for National Guardsman,
Andrew Wolfe (L)
Donut Sunday
10:15—10:45 AM Religious Education
11 AM Mass
Intention for Herbert Boh (L)

Monday, December 8th

*Holy Day of Obligation

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

Office Closed

9 AM Mass

Special Intention for the Kusmitch family
5PM Mass

Tuesday, December 9th

9 AM Mass
Wednesday, December 10th
9 AM Mass
5-5:45PM  Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30 PM OCIA
Thursday, December 11th

9 AM Mass

Intention for Hillary Ware (L)

Friday, December 12th

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Lynette Kammerer (L)
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction

Saturday, December 13th
4—4:45PM Confession

5PM Mass

Intention for Michael Kammerer (L)

Sunday, December 14th
8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass
Intention for the People of the Parish
10 AM Parish-Wide Advent

Celebration - Tree Blessing & Lighting
11 AM Mass
Intention for Herbert Boh (L)




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 7, 2025

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
T830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appoinfment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Inifiation of Adults begins 1in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to recerve Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they mmst participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make

arrangements to bring Holy Communion. .
Monday 8—Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request | tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary:; Gn 3:9-15, 20;
and Communally as scheduled. Ps 98: Eph 1:3-6. 11-12; Lk 1:26-38

Parish Mem berShip: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new TuESday O—Jc 40:1-11: P= 96: Mt 18:12-14
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Commumnity are asked to mform us.

Wednesday 10—Is 40:25-31: Ps 103: Mt 11:28-30

Thursday 11—Is 41:13-20: Ps 145; Mt 11:11-15
St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair-
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer- | Friday 12—Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe:

er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, | 7. 7:14.17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a. 10ab: (Ps) Tdt 13;
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Lk 1:26-38

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann, Saturdav 13— M ol of St L Vire: dM
N 1 Shﬂ]]h lt I ﬁ'F ll ﬂ.ﬂdF dd- ,be a ll'la}’ —Ivliemorial o U-C}'. “11'g111 A1l ar-

. OTfzer, Jetl Teletl, and Hreddy ™ tyr: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11: Ps 80: Mt 17-0a, 10-13
Ministries: If you are interested in traimming for any of the fol-
lowing nunistries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Commumnion, | Sunday 14—Is 35:1-6a. 10: Ps 146; Jas 5:7-10:
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. | Mt 11:2-11

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are
not notified when someone from our Parish 1s in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visif the sick. It must be at
the request of the fanuly. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are mn Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an mcident of suspected clild sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Cluld Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




