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“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn. 1:29)

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship, Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow in love toward all. “It is by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —1John 13:35



2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 18, 2026

REFLECTION

The Gift of Spiritual Insight
John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, *A man
15 coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he
existed before me.”” John 1:29-30
This msight that St. John the Baptist had regarding Je-
sus 15 quite mspn‘mg, mysterious, and amazmng. He
sees Jesus coming toward him and he immediately
states three revealed truths about Jesus: 1) Jesus 1s the
Lamb of God; 2) Jesus ranks ahead of John; 3) Jesus
existed before John.
How would John know all of this? What was the
source of such profound statements about Jesus? Most
likely John would have studied the Scriptures of the
fime and would have known the many statements
about the coming Messiah spoken by the prophets of
old. He would have known the Psalms and the Books
of Wisdom. Buf, first and foremost, John would have
known what he knew by the gift of faith. He would
have had true spiritual insight granted by God.
This fact reveals not only the greatness of John and the
depth of lus faith, but 1t also reveals the ideal we must
strive for in life. We mwst strive to daily walk by au-
thentic spiritual insight granted by God.
It’s not so much that we must live, day by day, in some
sort of an evident, prophetic, and mystical state. It's
not that we should expect to have superior knowledge
over others. But we should be open to the Guifts of the
Holy Spirit to gain a knowledge and understanding of
life that 1s beyond what mere human reason can ac-
quire by its own effort.
JTohn was clearly filled with Wisdom, Understanding,
Counsel, Knowledge, Fortitude, Reverence and Won-
der. These Gifts of the Spirit gave lum an ability to
live a life sustamed by the grace of God. John knew
things and understood things that only God could re-
veal. He loved and revered Jesus with a passion and
submission of his will that could only be mspired by
God. Most evidently, John’s holiness came because of
lus union with God.
Reflect, today, upon this exceptionally msightful state-
ment from John regarding Jesus. John knew what he
knew only because God was alive 1n his hife leading
him and revealing these truths. Commit yourself, this
day, to an imitation of John’s deep faith and be open to
all that God wants to speak to you. (cf My Catholic Life! A
journey of personal conversion!)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
Parish Upcoming Events
Week of Prayver for Christian Unity (Jan. 18-25)
This Sunday, we begin the Week of Prayer for Chris-
tian Unity, a time for Catholics and other Christians to
pray for visible unity, reflecting on shared faith,

especially the Creed, as we ask God to overcome divi-
sions and live out our common mission for justice and
peace, remembering Jesus' prayer "that all may be
one". We’ll recite this prayer from the USCCB at the
end of each mass: Gracious God, You who are the
source of all love and goodness: enable us to see the
needs of our neighbor. Show us what we can do to
bring about healing. Change us, so that we can love all
our brothers and sisters. Help us to overcome the ob-
stacles of division, that we mught build a world of
peace for the common good. Thank you for renewing
your Creation and leading us fo a future whuch 1s full
of hope: you who are Lord of all, yesterday, today and
forever. Amen.

Sunday Reconciliation {Confession): Confession 1s a
beautiful opportunity to experience God's mercy and
forgiveness, offering peace and spiritual renewal. Rec-
ognizing the profound grace and liberation found in
this sacrament, that's why we have confession sched-
uled on Sunday morning 8:15 AM to 8:40 AM. Please
respect the scheduled time. Armving on time allows
everyone, mcluding the priest, sufficient time for this
sacrament and for the necessary preparations before
Mass begins. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation.

Piease Stay for the Exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment: We mvite all attendees at Friday Masses fo re-
main i the church following the final blessing and
dismissal for the solemn Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 1s not
a separate event, but a beautiful and essential continu-
ation of our communal worship, offering us a special
opportunity to express our profound gratitude and ado-
ration to Christ, truly present in the Holy Eucharist.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is followed by
Laudes (Morming Prayer) and Adoration. Please join
us if your schedule permits. We hope to see you there
as we worship together.

Your Faith Questions Matter! A panshioner once
asked me the question: “Who made God?” Such a
question smacks of muisunderstanding of who God
means.

Answer: God 15 eternal. No one made Him because he
has always existed. He made everything else. That’s
what 1t means to be God.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 1/11

General Fand . £  4277.00

Online GIVIIE ..o $ 204269

MATIEETIAIICE oo g 615.00

Local Outreach . . £ 129752
Weekend Mass Attendance:

3 PM—O5 9 AM—I188 11 AM—I125

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LITE OF STEWARDSHIP
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I hope you have a blessed and fruitful week. Remember that I am al-
ways praying for you. Please keep me in your prayers as well.
God bless you and your loved ones!

Happy Sunday! Fr Boh (Pastor)

WHAT’S GOING ON

The Hospitality Ministry will meet on Monday, January 19, at 10 AM.
All are welcome as we discuss upcoming events, including our annual
soup fundraiser, Saturday Night Socials, and Lenten activities. We
would love your help!

The Hospitality Ministry 1s taking pre-orders for soup. Soups will be
made at the end of the month. Please pay today when you place your
order. Pick-up is scheduled for February 7th and 8th after all Masses.

Don’t forget about the Basketball Free Throw Contest on Saturday, Jan-
uary 24th hosted by the Knights of Columbus. The contest starts at 1
PM 1n the St Joseph School Gym. This 1s a fun community event. You
do not have to register. and participation 1s free.

2026 High School Seniors, the deadline for submitting your St. Berna-
dette Scholarship Fund application 1s just two weeks away. Applica-
tions are available on the bulletin board in the narthex or by calling the
parish office and requesting a digital application. Make sure you com-
plete your application and return it by Sunday, February 1st.

~~SAVE THE DATE~~

Hospitality Ministry will host our 3rd Saturday Night Social on Febru-
ary 14th following the 5 PM Mass. It’s time for Games and Trivia!
Everyone 1s mvited to attend (even 1f you don’t usually attend Saturday
night Mass)! Please sign up to bring a casserole and don’t forget your
favorite game board.

The Hospitality Ministry wants to help you kick off this year’s Lenten
season with a Strove Tuesday Celebration. Join us for an all day break-
fast fundraiser on Tuesday, February 17th here in McFadden Hall.
Details will be worked out during the planning meefing on Monday,
January 19th.

Our annual Lenten Fish Fry Lunches will begin on Friday, February
27th. Mark your calendars now so that you don’t miss 1t.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli. Bonnie Hart. Kathy Skane. Msgr. Patrick Fryer. Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin Betty Foley. Beverly Barrett. Hank
Chase. Jackie Crouse, Vicki Lowery. Michael Huey, Raymond & Connie Ros-
coe, Glenda Bonfila. Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco. Richard Monroe.
Gary E. Manley. Maggie Keating. Sandy Robertson. Elveta Guinn, Jane Bat-
ten, James Wynkoop. Carol Bogacz. Jane Thielman Lynn Fitzharms, Fr.
Ansgar. Mananne Henterly. Thomas Mackesy. Florence Dellasanta. Isabella
Homing

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, January 18th

Second Collection—Church in the
Developing World

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed

11 AM Mass

Intention for Laura Samford (+)

Tuesday, January 20th

9 AM Mass
Intention for the Kusmitch family
10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, January 21st

9 AM Mass

Special Intention for the Kusmitch family
5—5:45PM Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30—8 PM OCIA

Thursday, January 22nd
9 AM Mass
Intention for Mark Lane (+)

Friday, January 23rd

9 AM Mass

Intention for Edith Colliflower (L)
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12NOON  Benediction

Saturday, January 24th
4—4:45PM Confession

SPM Mass

Intention for the Kusmitch family

Sunday, January 25th

Sunday of the Word of God
8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Annie Ambuul (L)
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed

11 AM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class. please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM. Saturday 4—4:45 PM. and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Panish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Chnstian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism.
First Reconciliation, First Communion. and/or Confirmation. and are interested in attending OCIA. please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Euchanst regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program  Call
the Panish Office for information. At least six months notice 1s required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: Whena
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

WEEKLY READINGS

Monday 19—1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50; Mk 2:18-22
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request

and Communally as scheduled.

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Tuesday 20—1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89; Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday 21—Memonal of St Agnes, Virgin and
Martyr; 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144; Mk 3:1-6

Thursday 22—Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection

! ) of Unborn Children; 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56;
St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman Chair- | pp) 3-7-12
person; Cindy Lathwell. Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan. Sara Struemke. Jean Ridley. Linda Abrahamian S ! : ) {
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell. and Carol Bogacz Friday 23—1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57; Mk 3:13-19
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann_

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb

Saturday 24—Memorial of St Francis de Sales, Bish-
op and Doctor of the Church; 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19,
23-27; Ps 80;: Mk 3:20-21

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion,

75__Tc 8-23.9-3- P 27- -10- -
Lector. Altar Server, or Usher. please contact the Parish Office. Sunday 25—Is 8:23-9:3; Ps 27; 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17;

Mt 4:12-23

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations. we are
not notified when someone from our Panish 1s in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you. please contact the Parish Office yourself. have a close family member contact us. or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local. we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse. please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Chuild Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities. to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional mformation and reporting methods.
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o0UP SALE
FUNDRAISER

HAM & BEAN -  $12 PER QUART

BEEF VEGETABLE - $12 PER QUART
TACO - $12 PER QUART

VEGETABLE - $10 PER QUART

PRE-ORDER AND PAY NOW
PICK UP 2/7 & 8




Saturday Evening
Social

FEBRUARY | 14th

FOLLOWING
SPM MASS

SIGN-UP & BRING
A CASSEROLE TO SHARE




