Dear Parishioners,
I hope this letter finds you well, safe, and in good spirits. The year we are wrapping up has
been unlike any before at St. Bernadette and across the world on account of the stress,
sufferings, lockdowns, and deaths caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Even though we
have been challenged as never before, we have also ascertained that God is still good!
I write to thank you for staying faithful throughout the year. I write to extend condolences
for those of you who lost loved ones, to express solidarity with those who have seen their
faith shaken by this trying year, to express my understanding for those of you who have
not been able to return to active worship. These tough times, too, will pass. You can count
on my prayers.
Permit me to thank you in advance, as we go into the New Year 2022, for your continued
active engagement in our parish. I’m excited to see what the Holy Spirit has done to our
parish in the year closing and what the Spirit has in store as we enter the new year. As you
may already know, the following changes are ongoing in our parish:
1. We now have more options for Mass and other services, including:
a)
Adoration every Friday beginning after Mass and ending at noon with
Benediction.
b)
First Saturday Devotion with the Rosary recited after Mass.
c)
The addition of a Wednesday evening Mass to accommodate those working
during the day that cannot attend daily morning Mass.
d)
An African Catholic Community Mass at 2:30 pm every 3rd Sunday of the
Month. All are welcome.
2. We now have more robust online presence:
a)
You can follow us on the St Bernadette Catholic Church page on Facebook.
b)
Our website www.stbernattewv.org has been updated to include three new
features: (i) Mass times; (ii) an online giving button; (iii) the option to view or download
our weekly bulletin; and (iv) a registration form for new parishioners.
c)
Also, soon, we will include an online option where you will be able to access a
parish directory and update your family information.

3. Faith formation available as we grow in brick and mortar:
a)
St Bernadette Parish has secured subscription to www.formed.org where families
will be able to learn more about our Catholic faith.
b)
By simply logging in, you will be able to watch, listen and read tons of material
on our Catholic faith. Please, feel free to share this site with family and friends who are not
parishioners of Saint Bernadette.
c)
We will soon begin meeting in small groups led by Joe and Elaine Comer as part
of the Diocesan Synodal Process to discuss how we can be a better church, more faithful
to the Lord, and more committed to sharing our faith.
d)
St Bernadette has now owns the old building next to the church at 107 Main West
Street and will begin demolishing it this year.
Let me close by thanking you for your kind words of encouragement, your generous
support and for your prayers for Fathers Bill, Pucciarelli and myself. Rest assured that I
am praying for you, your loved ones, and your intentions. May you find great joy,
happiness, and peace in giving thanks to God for the blessings in your life and in our parish.
Happy New Year 2022!
With a most grateful heart,
Aloysius Boh
Parish Administrator

Synod Information for St. Bernadette’s Church
To give the faithful of St. Bernadette’s ample time for prayerful
discernment, the following Synod questions, among the ten categories,
will be presented in our listening sessions. Bishop Brennan echoes the
Holy Father’s advice – in order to come into your local session prepared
with open hearts, we must invite the Holy Spirit to guide all of us and our
responses, so we are in sincere harmony to do what God calls us to do.
We hope you will take time to read through the questions and prepare
your heart for participating in a Listening session occurring at St.
Bernadette’s starting January-April.
1.) Companions on the Journey:
• In our Church, who are those who we “walk” with on our faith journey?
• Who are those most active in our parish?
• Who are those who come to Mass quietly and leave quickly?
• What can we do to be a more welcoming community, especially to those who feel left out or are less involved in the
life of our parish?
2.) Listening:
• How is God speaking to us through others we encounter?
• How are the laity listened to in the Church, especially women and young people?
• What helps or prevents us from listening to them?
• Are we able to provide opportunities to hear the voices of minorities, those experiencing poverty and excluded from
society?
• What are some limitations in our ability to listen, especially to those who have different views than our own?
• How do we listen to the contributions of religious sisters and brothers?
3.) Speaking Out:
• What barriers do we face when speaking up courageously, candidly, and responsibly in our parish and in our
community?
• What enables us to speak up when something is important to us?
• How should we relate to and make use of the media?
• Who speaks on behalf of the Christian community and how are they chosen?
4.) Celebration:
• Are we and other Catholics convinced that we truly receive Jesus himself in Holy Communion (the Eucharist) and
not a mere symbol of him or just a piece of bread?
• How do prayer and liturgical celebrations inspire and guide our common life and mission to society?
• How do they inspire our decisions and our actions?
• How do we promote the active participation of all the faithful in the liturgy?
• How do we encourage parishioners to serve in a particular ministry?
5.) Sharing Responsibility for our Common Mission:
• Since we are all missionary disciples, how is every baptized person called to participate in the mission of the
Church?
• What might be some reasons that keep someone from participating in the mission of the Church?
• How does the church community support its members who serve society in various ways (social and political
involvement, scientific research, education, promoting social justice, protecting human rights, caring for the
environment, etc.)?
• How does the Church help these members to live out their service to society in a missionary way?
6.) Dialogue in Church and Society:
• Do we make sure to include a diverse group of people in our church community when we have a dialogue?
• Where does this dialogue take place? How do we promote collaboration with neighboring dioceses, religious
communities in the area, lay associations and movements, etc.?
• How are differences, conflicts and difficulties addressed?

7.)

8.)

9.)

10.)

• What particular issues in the Church and society do we need to pay more attention to?
• What relationship do we have with believers of other religions and with those who have no religious affiliation?
• How does the Church interact with and learn from politics, economics, culture, civil society, and people who live in
poverty?
Ecumenism:
• What relationships do we have with members of other Christian traditions and denominations?
• How can we come together with them to continue the mission of the Church?
• What successes have we achieved working with other Christians?
• What prevents us from coming together?
Authority and Participation:
• How does a Bishop exercise authority in the Church?
• Who should he consult with?
• How does a pastor exercise authority in his parish?
• Who should he consult with?
Discerning and Deciding:
• How do we promote participation in decision-making within hierarchical structures?
• Do our decision-making methods help us to listen to the whole People of God?
• What is the relationship between consultation and decision-making, and how do we put these into practice?
• What tools and procedures do we use to promote transparency and accountability?
Forming Ourselves in Synodality:
• How do we create a Church community that promotes inclusion, listening to one another, participating in the
mission, and engaging in dialogue?
• What type of formation do we need to offer our community to grow spiritually and ensure the participation of all
the faithful?

A meeting schedule will be provided in upcoming weekly bulletins. We plan on having meetings
during the day and in the evenings and throughout the week. Each meeting should last about
two hours. We hope you can join us on this journey. See you soon, Elaine and Joe Comer
Vatican Links about Syno d
Vatican Synod: https://www.synod.va/en.html – select English (EN) on the top of the page by the menu
bar
Vatican’s Synod twitter: htt ps://twitter.com/Synod_va
Vatican’s Synod FB: https://www.facebook.com/synod.va/
Vatican’s Synod Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/synod.va/

Loaves & Fishes

201 South Mary Street
Hedgesville, WV

Help Fill the Pantry
January 2022
Items Needed:
Coffee (1 lb. cans)
Canned Fruit
Canned Tuna/Chicken
Pasta Sauce
Monetary donations can be made to
St. Bernadette with Hedgesville Loaves and Fishes in the
memo line
For more information contact:
Karen 301-992-1368 or Bill 571-216-9320

