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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM ‘
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday: 9 AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass
with Benediction at 12 NOON

15t Saturday: 9 AM Mass
Rosary immediately following

Mission Statement:

St. Bemadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community 1n the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit i building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word. Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given i baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow in love toward all. “It 1s by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35




THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

JANUARY 4, 2026

REFLECTION

“They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the
house they saw the child with Mary. his mother. They prostrat-
ed themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their
treasures and offered him gifts of gold. frankincense. and
myrrh.” Matthew 2:10-11)

All of God’s creation gives Him glory and praises Him by its
very existence. Psalm 143 states. “Praise him sun, and moon:
praise him. all shining stars. Praise him_ highest heavens. you
waters above the heavens. Let them all praise the LORD’s
name: for he commanded and they were created...” Though
creation gives praise to God simply by existing and thus. re-
vealing its Creator. today’s solemnity commemorates the one
moment in time when God used a star to manifest His eternal
glory.

At the time of Jesus™ birth, it was commonly believed that a
new star would appear whenever a new ruler was bom. The
Father in Heaven used this belief to honor His Son Who was
born as the new King. The three Magi from the East were as-
trologers. When they saw this “new star,” they chose to follow
1t to discover the new King. Creation itself. in the form of a
star, pointed the way. thus giving glory to the newbom King,
manifesting Him to the whole world as symbolized by the Ma-
gL

The word “Epiphany” means “manifestation.” Therefore. as
we honor this moment in time when the Christ Child was made
manifest to the world. we need to look into our own hearts.
There. we discover Christ’'s ongomg manifestation to us so
that we can worship Him Who has also chosen to be bom
within our hearts. We must diligently seek out that manifesta-
tion of God within us and respond to 1t in the same ways that
the Magi responded.

First. the Magi were determuned. When they saw a sign from
the heavens that pomted to a new King, they stopped every-
thing and departed in haste to find Him When God speaks to
you and manifests Himself to you in some way, nothing could
be more important than to be attentive to His voice and follow
His manifestation with the same haste.

The Magi brought the Christ Child gifts of gold. frankincense.
and myrrh. God was honored and glorified through His crea-
tion by the giving of these gifts. God created gold to manifest
His beauty and dignity. It was a gift that symbolized kingship.
When we ponder the natural gift of gold given to the Christ
Child. we are mspired to give Him our own gift of symbolic
gold by prayerfully acknowledging Him as our own King to
whom we pledge our complete submission.

Made from the sap of trees found in India. northeastern Africa.
and the Arabian Peninsula. frankincense and myrrh are also
fruits of God’s creation. Used in worship to symbolize prayers
rising to heaven, frankincense symbolizes the Christ Child’s
divinity. We offer frankincense to Chnst when we
acknowledge His divine nature. since He i1s God in the flesh.
Often used 1n burial, myrrh honors the Christ Child Who came
to give His life as a sacrifice for many. We offer myrrh to pro-
fess our belief in the saving power of Chrst’s death on the
Cross and our need for that gift of salvation.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany. try to see it as
a historical event 1n which you are invited to share. God wants
to manifest Himself to you today. When this happens. you
must respond with faith and worship. giving God the greatest
glory by giving Him your very life and offering Him vour spir-
itual gifts of gold. frankincense. and myrrh.

Prayer: Most glorious Christ Child, the Father in Heaven

honored Your birth by placing a star over the place where you
lay. Through that new star. Your divine presence was made
manifest to the world in the Magi who responded with faith
and worship. Please manifest Yourself to me within my own
soul where You wish to be bomn and give me the love and
zeal. I need to follow the example of the Magi. offering You
my own gifts in adoration and trust. Jesus, I trust in You.

This reflection 1s taken from “My Catholic Life! - A joumney of personal

conversion!”
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

A Big Thank You!
Dear Parishioners. our Christmas celebrations were beautiful.

What a joyful BRI
celebration of oyt
community
and voices
raised to God
durning the
Christmas
Carols and

the various
Christmas
Masses.

Thank you to all our choir members, especially the children’s
choir. readers. altar servers. ushers. and our extraordinary min-
isters of Holy Communion, as well as those who took Holy
Communion to their loved ones who couldn’t make it to
church due to 11l health.

I want to express deep gratitude to those parishioners who
donated flowers, those who set up the beautiful Nativity
scene, and those who decorated the Church. Thank you for
your sacrifices and generosity. I pray that God's blessings
of peace, joy, and hope will fill your hearts and your homes
as we begin our 2026 shared journey in faith.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 12/25-28

GeneralTund ..o oo e $ 3358.00
ODHRE GIVIND .........coocomisscnsnssinsspmmsrmss s ssissssssie $ 817.11
ChitstnaC ColleGUoml ... oo $ 7523.00
MBI . oo o o o $ 50.00
EccalOntreath ..c...coonooosun o cmommn e o $ 22.87

Christmas Mass Attendance:

4:30 PM—260 7 PM—179 9 AM—132
Weekend Mass Attendance:

5PM—I112 9 AM—I144 11 AM—135

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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The beauty of a nativity scene at Christmastime

The very first nativity scene was a live reenactment created by St Francis of Assisi
in Greccio. Italy. on Chnistmas Eve, in the year 1223, The scene mcluded a man-
ger with hay. an ox. and a
donkey. and helped people
to visualize Christ’s hum-
ble birth. St. Francis. in- |8
spired by his pilgrimage to g8
the Holy Land. wanted to
focus on the poverty and %
humility of  Jesus's|
birth. His example of a i
live display was a power-
ful spintual experience S
and within a century every o
church m Italy had their 38
own nativity display. B
The Meaning Behind the §
Nativity Scene

The Nativity scene re-
minds us of God’s great
love made visible at
Christmas. 5
The stable shows Christ's _« 47 &
humble birth and God’s - -
choice to meet us in sim-
plicity.

The manger points to
Jesus as the Bread of Life.
foreshadowing the gift of
the Eucharist.

Mary and Joseph model faith and trust in God’s plan.

The Child Jesus reveals the mystery of the Incaration—God made flesh for our
salvation.

The shepherds and the Magi remind us that Christ comes for all people. drawing
both the poor and the powerful to Himself as the true King.

(Scripture references: Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12: John 1:14: John 6:35)
Extended Christmas Decor: Please keep your Chnistmas decorations, including
the Nativity scene. up until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which 1s next
Sunday. as this feast day officially concludes the liturgical Christmas season.
Father, I found this information about the symbolism of the nativity scene. This 1s
something you could add to the article if you have room in the bulletin.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention—Each year. the Holy Father asks for our prayers
for a specific mtention each month. You are invited to answer the Holy Father's
request and to join with many people worldwide in praying for this intention each
month.

January 2026—For prayer with the Word of God: Let us pray that praying with
the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our commu-
nittes. helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordell;, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Hank
Chase, Jackie Crouse, Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Raymond & Connie Ros-
coe, Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe,
Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating, Sandy Robertson, Elveta Guinn, Jane Bat-
ten, James Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz, Jane Thielman Lynn Fitzhams, Fr.
Ansgar, Deb Mackesy, Marianne Henterly, Thomas Mackesy, Florence Del-
lasanta, Isabella Horning

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, January 4th
The Epiphany of the Lord
8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass
Intention for Fr. Boh (L)
11 AM Mass

Intention for Clair Brown (+)

Tuesday, January 6th
9 AM Mass
10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, January 7th

9 AM Mass

Intention for Billy Struemke (L)
5—5:45PM Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30—8 PM OCIA

Thursday, January 8th
9 AM Mass

Friday, January 9th

9 AM Mass
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction

Saturday, January 10th
4—4:45 PM Confession
5 PM Mass
Intention for Mary Fill (+)

Sunday, January 11th

Feast of The Baptism of the Lord
Christmas Season Ends

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Judy Copenhaver (+)
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Education
11 AM Mass

Intention for John Slattery (+)
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
T830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—=8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Imtiation of Adults begmns in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish fo enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to recerve Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA | please call the Panish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner 15 confined to home or hospital becanse of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make

ts to bring Holy Communion. . .
arEngemmedts fo bing Holy L0 o Monday 5—Memorial of St. John Neumann, Bishop:

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Uponrequest|l Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
and Communally as scheduled.

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new | Tuesday 6—1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72: Mk 6:34-44
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Wednesday 7—1 Jn 4:11-18:; Ps 72: Mk 6:45-52

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- Thursday 8—1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72: Tk 4:14-22
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, | _ ., . . - .
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Friday 9—1 Jn 5:5-13: Ps 147: Lk 5:12-16

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

14-21: . 22-
Neil S oltzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb Saturday 10—1 Jn 5:14-21: Ps 149: Jn 3:22-30
Ministries: If you are interested in traming for any of the fol-| g,y 4.+ 11— The Baptism of the Lord: Is 42:1-4, 6-7;
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, | p 29,};‘“5 10'34-38? Mt 3:13-17
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. : ' : ’ '

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA repulations, we are

not notified when someone from our Parish 1s in the hospital. If
you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close fanuly member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the fanmily. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www _dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




How to bless your home

When all have gathered, a suitable song may be sung. The leader makes
the sign of the cross, and all reply, “Amen.”

The leader greets those present in the following words:

Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and homes with peace.
Blessed be God forever.
R/. Blessed be God forever.

In the following or similar words, the leader prepares those present for the
blessing:

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling place among us. It is Christ
who enlightens our hearts and homes with his love. May all who enter this
home find Christ’s light and love.

One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture, for
example, Luke 19:1-9:

Listen to the words of the holy Gospel according to Luke:

Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass through the town. Now a man
there named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector and a wealthy man,
was seeking to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the
crowd, for he was short in stature. So, he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore
tree to see Jesus, who was about to pass that way. When he reached the
place, Jesus looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for
today | must stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and received
him with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, saying, “He has
gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood there and said
to the Lord, “Behold, half of my possessions, Lord, | shall give to the poor,
and if | have extorted anything from anyone, | shall repay it four times over.”
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house because
this man too is a descendant of Abraham.”

The intercessions are then said:
Leader: The Son of God made his home among us. With thanks and praise

let us call upon him.
R/. Stay with us, Lord.



Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, with Mary and Joseph you formed the Holy
Family: remain in our home, that we may know you as our guest and honor
you as our Head.

We pray:

R/. Stay with us, Lord.

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you had no place to lay your head, but in the
spirit of poverty accepted the hospitality of your friends: grant that through
our help the homeless may obtain proper

housing.

We pray:

R/. Stay with us, Lord.

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, the three kings presented their gifts to you in
praise and adoration: grant that those living in this house may use their
talents and abilities to your greater glory.

We pray:

R/. Stay with us, Lord.

After the intercessions, the leader invites all present to say the Lord’s Prayer.
The leader says the prayer of blessing with hands joined:

Lord God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only begotten Son to every
nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill
them (us) with the light of Christ, that their (our) concern for others may
reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

R/. Amen.

The leader concludes the rite by signing himself or herself with the sign of
the cross and saying:

May Christ Jesus dwell with us, keep us from all harm, and make us one in
mind and heart, now and forever.
R/. Amen.

After the prayers are recited, walk throughout your home sprinkling each
room with holy water. Then write the initials of the Magi connected with
crosses at the top of your front door. Then the numbers of the year. The
numbers will be split so that they are on each side of the initials.

Here's an example:
20+C+M+B+25

It is preferable to end the celebration with a suitable song, for example, “O
Come, All Ye Faithful”.



