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Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to

grow in love toward all. “It 1s by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
—John 13:35

nize you as my disciples.”



17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 27, 2025

REFLECTION
The readings for this weekend's Masses emphasize
the importance of prayer in the life of a Christian
believer. No one can claim to be a Christian be-
liever if he/she has no room for prayer in his/her
life. The Christian life without prayer can be com-
pared to a tree without roots or a ship without a
compass. Just as a tree needs roots to grow and
thrive, Christians need prayer to deepen ther faith
and relationship with God. The faith of a Christian
can wither and dry up if it is not nourished and
sustained with prayer. Prayer is essential to the
Christian life. Prayer fosters a deep relationship
with God and guides believers in their faith jour-
ney.
What is Prayer? The entire fourth part of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church is about prayer.
"Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart to
God or the requesting of good things from God
(CCC #2559). The Catechism of the Catholic
Church further states that “Christian prayer 1s the
living relationship of the children of God with
their Father who is good beyond measure, with his
Son Jesus Christ and with the Holy Spirit. A cove-
nant relationship between God and man in Christ.
It 1s the action of God and of man, springing forth
from both the Holy Spirit and ourselves, wholly
directed to the Father” (CCC #2564 & 2565).
The Church teaches us that there are three major
expressions (or forms) of prayer — Vocal, Medita-
tive. and Contemplative.
Vocal Prayer: This is the most common form of
prayer. It involves using words, either spoken
aloud or silently, to address God. With the Our
Father. Jesus has taught us a perfect form of vocal
prayer.
Meditative Prayer: This form of prayer utilizes the
power of your imagination with a focus on holy
truths. Meditative prayer engages the mind to re-
flect on God's word or mysteries.
Contemplative Prayer: This form or prayer is a
more advanced form of prayer that involves rest-
ing in God's presence with few or no words. It en-
tails taking time to “find God” in nature or sit qui-
etly in Eucharistic adoration.
The Catechism identifies five forms of prayer -
blessing/adoration, petition, intercession. thanks-
giving. and praise. I will focus only on the prayer
of intercession — a prayer for the needs of others. I
am sure each one of us has at one point or another
asked someone to pray for us. On the other hand.

others have asked you to pray for them. Interces-
sory prayer reflects God’s love and compassion.
Intercessory prayer is important because we are
partnering with the Spirit of God to accomplish
the will of God for the glory of God. Praying for
others is so important. We couldn’t ask for a better
lesson on this than that of Abraham in our first
reading. Abraham intercedes with God on behalf
of Sodom. a city full of evil. and God did not de-
stroy the city.

How many times have you promised others you
would pray for them without following through?
Know that you might be the only bridge between
that person and God. Praying for others is an im-
portant way of showing real love. Let us learn
from the example of Abraham in the first reading
and Jesus’s call for us to be persistent in prayer.
Let’s pray without ceasing.

Fr Boh
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Diocesan Youth Council: Our Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston is in the process of starting a Dioc-
esan Young Adult Council. This council will con-
sist of Young Adult individuals (ages 18 to 39 as
defined by the USCCB) throughout the diocese
who wish to deepen their faith, be leaders, and
work to spread the Gospel. The diocese is asking
us to submit the names of at least two young
adults from our parish for this purpose. However,
the submission of a name does not automatically
constitute membership on the Council. T am ap-
pealing to all young adults in our parish to prayer-
fully consider this call and represent Saint Berna-
dette. There 1s a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for
anyone would like to represent our parish, or you
can call the parish office at 304-754-7830. We’ll
need your contact information. Thanks

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 7/20

General Fund ... S 403400
Onlinie GIVIIZ ..o 3 2123.03
MaItenanCe . ..o 3 645.00
Local Outreach ....cooceeeviiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeee e 3 350.00
Diocesan Collections ...ooovvvviiiee e $ £89.00

5PM—99 9 AM—149 11 AM—122

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LITE OF STEWARDSHIP
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First Saturday Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary -
Please join us this Saturday. August 2nd, to honor Our Lady's re-
quest for the First Saturday Devotions of Reparation to her Im-
maculate Heart. This devotion will begin with Holy Mass at 9 AM
in the parish church. The Rosary follows immediately after Holy
Mass.

Pope’s prayer Intention for August 2025 - For mutual coexist-
ence - Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems more
difficult might not succumb to the temptation of confrontation for
ethnic, political. religious, or ideological reasons.

May Saint Bernadette Soubirous, pray for us.
I wish you all a blessed week.
Fr Boh (Pastor)

jn us for a summer celebration!

¢V, GATHER & GROW
't

5t Bernadette’s Welcome
Mass & Picnic

Sunday, August 3@ 1lam

Mass: 11:00 AM
Picnic to follow: Food, Games, Music, and Fellowship
% 5t Bernadette Cathalic Church
109 W. Main 5t.
Hedgesville, WV 25427

You don't have to be Catholic — and if you've bean away for
awhile, that's okay too. We just want to meet you, share a
meal, and walk with you from wherever you are.,

Please,
sign up
in the

“For where two or three are gothered together in my name,
there I am in the mid'st.” = Mt. 18:20 NAB E =

E

You are welcome any time!

narthex.

Let us know you're coming!
Call 304-754-7830 — it helps ws prepare encugh food for all.

SETAY UF TO DATE WITH THE

B/ABY BULLETIN

MARYSHREFUGE.COM/BABY-BULLETIN

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty
Beniot, Hank Chase, Bernie Guy, Jackie Crouse, Kevin Lathwell, Dorothy
Knipe, Rebecca Ramsey, Linda Spiker, Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey. Isabella
Horning, Raymond & Connie Roscoe, Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot,
Joseph Bosco. Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating, Sandy Rob-
ertson, Ruby, Elveta Guinn, Judy Boland, Barb Loefler, Jane Batten, James
Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Qffice at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Praver List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Bem B e wes E B

Sunday, July 27th

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass—Fr Boh
Intention for Msgr. Ansgar (L)
11 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Theresa Babaki (+)

Tuesday, July 29th
9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, July 30th

9 AM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar
5-5:45 PM Confession
6 PM Mass—Fr. Boh

Intention for Bill Buckland (+)

Thursday, July 31st
9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Richard Obranobich (L)

First Friday, August 1st

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Robert Devin (+)
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction

First Saturday, August 2nd

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh

Rosary immediately following

4—4:45 PM Confession

5 PM Mass—Fr. Boh

Intention for Carmen & Janet Shaw (L)

Sunday, August 3rd

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass—Fr Boh

11 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Eleanor Lettal (+)
12 PM Community Picnic
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-

sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM. Saturday 4—4:45 PM. and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism.

First Reconciliation. First Communion. and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA. please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or
advanced age. call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

WEEKLY READINGS

Monday 28—FEx 32:15-24, 30-34: Ps 106:

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request Mt 13:31-35

and Communally as scheduled.
Tuesday 29—Memorial of Sts Martha. Mary. and Laza-

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our

rus: Ex 33:7-11: 34:5b-9, 28: Ps 103: Jn 11:19-27 or
Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday 30—Ex 34:29-35: Ps 99; Mt 13:44-46

Parish Community are asked to inform us.

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair-
person: Cindy Lathwell, Secretary: Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan., Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley. Linda Abrahamian,
Maureen Sabol. Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz

Thursday 31—Memorial of St Ignatius of Loyola, Priest:
Ex40:16-21, 34-38; Ps 84: Mt 13:47-33

Friday 1—Memorial of St Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop
and Daoctor of the Church: Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27. 34b-37;
Ps 81; Mt 13:54-58

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,
Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
Lector, Altar Server. or Usher, please contact the Parish Office.

Saturday 2—Lv 25:1, 8-17; Ps 67; Mt 14:1-12

Sunday 3—Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23: Ps 90 Col 3:1-5, 9-11:
Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations. we are | Lk 12:13-21

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office
yvourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask someone at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not
make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at the request of the family. If you are local. we can make the visit.
If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency. or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities. to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese. please contact the Diocese at §88-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




OUTREACH DISTRIBUTION
For St. Bernadette’s Outreach Program

ITEMS NEEDED

e SOCKS

e TARPS —8X8 and 8X10

e BUG SPRAY

e PARACORD (to tie down tents) — all sizes
e WIPES

NO FOOD, PLEASE

The Social Concerns Ministry will distribute
these items to the homeless through our three
outreach coordinators.

Please place donated items in the cart located
in McFadden Hall by Sunday, August 24,



