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Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church is a Christian community in the Catholic tra-
dition following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of
God and the church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship.
Ministry. and Service we celebrate our common faith given in baptism.
Grateful for our faith. we seek to grow in love toward all. “It is by your love

for one another that everyone will recognize you as my disciples.”
—John 13:35
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REFLECTION

Dear Friends in Christ.

If you have had the experience of seeing your loved
one die, that is. sitting next to them and listening to
them say their last words. you will know how pathet-
ic and very touching such a moment is. It is so pa-
thetic and touching because they are saying their
very last words and yvou will never see or hear them
again. The ascension story seems similar. Jesus has
come to the end of His earthly mission. It is farewell
time. He is ascending to heaven from whence He
came.

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, I am writing
this reflection on Thursday., May 29. 2025, and it is
exactly 40 days after Easter and 10 days from Pente-
cost. This day is traditionally referred to as
"Ascension Thursday.” because it 1s the day that Je-
sus ascended back into heaven. However., some dio-
ceses in the United States have decided to move the
observance of this feast to the following Sunday.
probably to allow greater exposure and a more sol-
emn celebration of this wonderful feast among the
faithful.

The departure of Jesus was a touching moment for
the apostles. Before leaving his apostles. Jesus com-
missioned them to preach the Gospel. not only in Je-
rusalem, but to the whole world. This was a moment
of transition for them. Transitions can be challeng-
ing. Our lives are made up of a series of transition
points. both planned and unplanned. The transition
from being a toddler to being a student in kindergar-
ten. the transition from middle school to high school.
Heading off to college is a transition. Getting a job is
a transition. Retirement is a transition. Marriage is a
transition. Having children 1s a fransition. etc. At
each of these points. one begins a new chapter in his/
her life.

These series of changes can be overwhelming. caus-
ing uncertainty and stress that affect our mental well-
being. It’s crucial to acquire the necessary tools to
effectively handle these transitions. If you want the
transmission of your vehicle to function normally
and smoothly. you must change the transmission oil
once it is due. So too. we must have what it takes to
transit from one point to the other. We go to school
and training centers to obtain the necessary education
and skills we’ll need for a career or trade.

For three vears. Jesus had been preparing his Apos-
tles for this moment when He would entrust his mis-
sion of preaching the Gospel to them. However, in
today’s reading. we hear Christ asking his disciples
to remain in Jerusalem until he sends them his Advo-
cate. the Holy Spirit. to strengthen their faith for the
mission. The Holy Spirit 1s to guide the Church 1n its
expansion throughout the world. Also. the disciples

had still not clearly understood Christ’s mission on
earth. They still believed Christ had come to chase
away the Roman occupier and restore Israel’s inde-
pendence. This is why the disciples needed to remain
in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came down on
them and fortitied them for their mission.
The apostles received the promised Holy Spirit and
preached the Gospel. The mission of preaching the
Gospel to the whole world has been handed over to
us. It is a great privilege but a daunting task. Howev-
er. we also can rely on the help of the Holy Spirit -
the reason for the Novena Prayer to the Holy Spirit.
May God help us to preach the Gospel not only with
our lips but with our lives. Someone once said:
“Your life can be the only Bible that another person
might read.” ‘Actions speak louder than words’, they
say. If we witness. we shall share His glory.
(Fr Boh)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Highlights of the Month of June

The liturgical season of Easter will conclude with the
celebration of the Feast of Pentecost on Sunday. June
8th. The Ordinary Time begins on Monday. June 9th.
The three remaining Sundays of the month are dedi-
cated to the Most Holy Trinity (June 15). Corpus
Christi (June 22). and Solemnity of Saints Peter and
Paul (June 29). The Church will also be celebrating
the Feasts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (June 27) and
the Immaculate Heart of Mary (June 28).

For those who will be celebrating anniversaries of
any kind this month. congratulations! Know that we
shall accompany you with our prayers.

The Catholic Relief Services Collection

Thank you for your generous support of The Catholic
Relief Services Collection and for revealing Christ’s
love to those who are poor and marginalized around
the world. If you missed the collection. it’s not too
late to give! Just visit www.usccb.org/
nationalcollections for more information.
#1GiveCatholicTogether also accepts donations for
this collection.

Congratulations to all Graduates

We want to congratulate the graduates of this parish

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 5/25

General Fund ... 5 310768
Online GIVING ...oovvveerieieerceeeeeeeeeen 3 951,39
AT IAIICE . v e e e eeee e e ene e B 40.13
Local Outreach ....ooovvveveeiieeeeeeceeeee el B 20.00
Diocesan Collection.............. L5 1210.00

Attendance 5 PM—89 9 AM—114 11 AM—229
As of May 28th—316 active families and 710 total members

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP




ST BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH

for your remarkable achievement! As you close one chapter and begin
another, remember that God’s plan unfolds in mysterious ways. Keep
Him who has been your Mentor close to you as you take the next step
into the future. We are proud of you!

Priestly Ordination

Last Friday. May 30th. our Bishop Mark Brennan conferred the sacra-
ment of Holy Orders on Deacon Jourden Travis Moger at St Joseph
Catholic Church. Martinsburg. Fr. Travis is a great gift for our dio-
cese. Let us keep him in our prayers.

The Holy Father's Intention for the Month of June 2025

That the world might grow in compassion: Let us pray that each one
of us might find consolation in a personal relationship with Jesus. and
from his Heart. learn to have compassion on the world.

Recite one “‘Our Father’, one ‘Hail Mary’, and one ‘Glory Be.....
I wish yvou a happy week. You are all in my prayers.

Fr Boh (Pastor)

HAPPY
AN

= June Birthdavs g Below is a list of
those celebrating birthdays in June. If you see
them when you are out and about, wish them

a Happy Birthday!
Elaine Guttmann  Matthew Gentry ~ William Humbert Kelly Wakelin
Delia Kesecker Jerry Hott Elvin Rivera Sharon Rose
Frank Machin David Lopez Victoria Wakelin  Michele Tost
Cynthia Welsh Adam Gulbronson Darin Wilburn Marie-Francoise
Heather Stritch Samuel Huntsberry  Emma Cumley Kao
Christopher Caylee Blanchfield Thomas Foley Catherine
Gearity David Gentile Keaton Gearity Kusmitch
Lynne Blackshear Matthew Kelle David Paluch ’ Madelyn Pelletier
George Folk Michele Atha Nathan Rihn Alex Weaver
Ashlyn Nichols Crystal Ortiz Gracie Cumley Sylvia Hudy
Margaret Todas Kﬂiﬂ}'ﬂl Tim Sabol Martha Melnick
Christina Dolan ~ Strzemieczuy Patricia Bowling =~ Maureen
Sarah Donato Seraphina Stritch Zachary Hudy ~ Zaycosky-Null
Flaine Renner Hannah Beutler  Giopia Kempter Julia Blanchfield
Cynthia Rusten Mary Beutler Robin Marlin Kenneth Coppi
Karolyn Pelletier ~ Michael Folk Gianna Rivera
Gianna Heredia Jerred McCoy Michael Dolan
Cleo Dunn Isabel Wakelin Alex Ferrell

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli. Sharee Buberl, Bonnie Hart. Kathy Skane. Msgr. Patrick Fryer.,
Randy Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett.
Tim Umrysz, Sharon Peterson. Betty Beniot, Hank Chase, Bernie Guy, Jackie
Crouse, Kevin Lathwell, Dorothy Knipe. Rebecca Ramsey, Linda Spiker, Vie-
ki Lowery, Michael Huey. Isabella Horning, Raymond & Connie Roscoe,
Ruth Warner, Glenda Bonfila. Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard
Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating. Sandy Robertson, Irene Zaremba,
Gail Sanders, Ruby. Robert Devin, Elvita Guinn

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them,
in your thoughts and pravers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 fo
add a name to our Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, June 1st

The Ascension of the Lord
Welcome Sunday

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass—Fr Boh
Intention for the People of the Parish
Join us for Donuts and Coftfee

11 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
Intention for Jim Haney (+)

Mon—Fri - Fr. Boh away on retreat

Tuesday, June 3rd

9 AM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar

10 AM Stitches from the Heart
Wednesday, June 4th

9 AM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar
5-5:45 PM Confession

6 PM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar

Thursday, June Sth
9 AM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar

First Friday, June 6th

9 AM Mass—Msgr. Ansgar
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction
Intention for Charles Traficante (+)

First Saturday, June 7th

9 AM Mass—Fr Boh

Rosary immediately following
4—4:45PM Confession

5 PM Mass—Fr Boh
Intention for the People of the Parish

Sunday, June 8th
Pentecost Sunday
8:15—8:45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
11 AM Mass—Fr. Boh
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-

sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM., and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,

First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA. please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a

Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age. call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion. Monday 2—Acts 19:1-8: Ps 68; In 16:29-33

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request
and Communally as scheduled. Tuesday 3—St. Charles Lwanga and Companions.

. . AN-1T0T . 1o
Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new Martyrs; Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68; Jn 17:1-11a

people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at|Wednesday 4—Acts 20:28-38: Ps 68: Jn 17:11b-19
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Thursday 5—St. Boniface. Bishop and Martyr:
St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- | Acts 22:30, 23:6-11: Ps 16: Jn 17:20-26

person: Cindy Lathwell, Secretary: Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley. Linda Abrahamian, | _
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Friday 6—Acts 25:13b-21: Ps 103: Jn 21:15-19

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

; — :16-20. 30-31: :
Neil Shanholtzer. and Jeff Ferrell Saturday 7—Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11

Jn 21:20-25

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-

lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. | paptecost Sunday 8—Acts 2:1-11: Ps 104: 1 Cor
Lector, Altar Server. or Usher. please contact the Parish Office. | 15.35_7 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17: Jn 20 19-i3 or Jn

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are 14:15-16. 23b-26

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office
yourself, have a close family member contact us. or ask someone at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not
make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at the request of the family. If you are local. we can make the wvisit.
If vou are 1 Winchester. please let the hospital know that you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




