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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday: 9 AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass
wﬂh Benediction at 12 NOON

1st8amrday' 9AMMass

November 16, 2025
33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

... they will seize and persecute you: they will hand you over to the synagogues and
to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my
name. ... You will even be handed over by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends,

and they will put some of you to death. _... but not a hair on your head will be de-
stroyed.” (Luke 21:12-18)

Mission Statement:

St. Bemadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spint in building the kingdom of God and the
church 1n Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow 1n love toward all. “It 1s by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35



33RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

NOVEMEER 16, 2025

REFLECTION

Discernment

“See that you not be decerved. for many will come
in my name. saying. ‘I am he.” and ‘The time has
come.” Do not follow them!” Luke 21:8

What an interesting line. What does this
mean? Who are the “many” that Jesus speaks
of? Are they in our midst today?

It may not be helpful to try to point to this or that
person or to this or that group of people in reference
to the “many” who will come in Jesus’ name false-
ly. But it is helpful to speak to some general and
guiding principles.

First, Jesus uses the word “deceived.” There will be
many false prophets who will have the ability to de-
ceive. They will portray themselves as messengers
of the truth and dispensers of the will of God. Their
words will be convincing. and many will follow.
This tells us that not everyone “speaking in the name
of God” is in fact speaking in the “name of
God.” And even if many others are following, and
they are very convincing. this is not proof that the
person 1s a true prophet of the Lord.

How do we discern when someone 1s speaking from
the heart of Jesus? Ultimately. this can only be done
through a state of prayer. Being in a “state of pray-
er” means that our hearts are attuned to God’s
voice. When God speaks through this or that person
and our hearts are tuned into Him, we will simply
know His voice as it is spoken through this or that
person.

Conversely, when we are living in a state of true
prayer and then someone speaks a false and deceiv-
ing message. something will not sit well with
us. There will be a sense in the depths of our souls
that something is not right. It will be a spiritual
sense, and this is a result of the healthy working of
our conscience. There are external guides such as
the revealed teaching of the Church and the counsel
of other good Christians, but in the end. we must al-
low God to speak within our consciences and follow
His voice in this holy sanctuary.

Reflect. today. upon whether you daily seek out and
hear God speaking to you in the depths of your con-
science. Listen closely and attentively. Learn His
voice and seek to hear Him speak through other peo-
ple. And when the voice of others 1s in opposition to
the voice speaking within your soul, remain faithful
to God speaking within you. It is there. more than
any other place, that He will lead you.

Prayer: Lord. give me the grace to know and hear
Your voice. Ichoose You above all things and de-

sire to know You more clearly. May I follow You
now and always in my life and may I never be de-
ceived by the many false prophets of our day and
age. Jesus, I trust in You. (From ‘My Catholic
Life!” A journey of personal conversion!)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ. welcome!
Both the first reading from the prophet Malachi and
the Gospel passage according to Luke speak to the
coming days of doom. The prophet uses the imagery
of a flaming furnace while Luke presents the picture
of the destruction of the temple. These images are
not meant to frighten us but to make us consciouns of
how we live our lives. The virtuous will come out
leaping like fattened calves. says prophet Malachi.
while Jesus assures us that not a hair on our head
will perish because God cares for and loves us. Like
St Paul, we must be committed to the work which
God has entrusted to us. In this light. let us cooper-
ate with our Parish Evangelization Team to help
build a vibrant parish. A truly vibrant parish is one
where every member plays a part in building a wel-
coming community and reaching out to those who
have backslide in the practice of their faith and those
who haven’t yet heard the Good News. The Parish
Evangelization Team cannot do this alone: they
need your support. your ideas. and your active par-
ticipation. Don’t sit back and only watch. Be active-
ly involved 1in the life of your parish.

WHAT’S GOING ON

Next weekend. our parish will take up a special col-
lection in support of the Cathedral of St. Joseph in
Wheeling, WV. The Cathedral stands as the mother
church of our diocese and is a sign of unity for all
the faithful. Your generosity helps preserve and
maintain this sacred space for future generations.
Thank you for your continued support.

As we think of the Holy Souls this month. do not
forget about your soul and the importance of a Cath-

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 11/9

General Fund ... $ 4029.00
ONline GivINg ....ooovveeoeereieieeeeeeee e $ 120051
MaAINTenanCe . .ooeeee et $ 168.00
Local Outreach ....ooooeeiiee i $ 728.00

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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olic Mass for your funeral. Alan Norton. funeral director from Eakles
-Spencer-Norton Funeral Home in Harpers Ferry. and a devout Cath-
olic. will talk about this and some things you can do to guarantee
this. on Sunday. November 23rd, between the two Masses from
10:15 to 10:45 in McFadden Hall. Please make sure you do not miss
this important talk!

Knights of Columbus will gather for their monthly meeting this Mon-
day. November 17th at 7 PM. All current Knights of Columbus and
anyone interested in joining the St. Bernadette's Knights of Columbus
Council are invited and encouraged to attend.

Please join us for a Hospitality Ministry meeting this Tuesday even-
ing at 6 PM in McFadden Hall. We always welcome new members.

Please join us for a Social Concerns Ministry meeting this Wednes-
day morning after the 9 AM Mass in McFadden Hall. New members
are always welcome.

African Catholic Community celebrates three years of existence

The members of the African Catholic Community are excited to an-
nounce that they will be celebrating the fourth anniversary of the ex-
istence of this community as a part of the Saint Bernadette Parish
family. Thank you for making us feel so welcome. It means a lot! To
celebrate this milestone. we're looking to pack the church with as
many parishioners of this community as possible. We look forward to
seeing especially those who have not yet experienced any of our
monthly Sunday masses. Here's our challenge to you: make sure you
clear your schedule and join us on Sunday. November 23. 2025. at
2:30 PM for Holy Mass and dinner thereafter in MacFadden Hall.
Come hungry! We can't wait to see you all there.

There are still slots left to have your pictures taken for our new picto-
rial directory. Please make your appointment by using the link on the
church website, the church Facebook page. using the QR code on the
flyers posted around the church. or by calling the office. Photography
dates are Monday. December 1st. and Tuesday. December 2nd.
Please call the office if you need help. That phone call will take
about 3 minutes.

We are now forming our Christmas choirs for adults. teens. and chil-
dren. If you are too busy to commit to an entire year. sing with us
just for Christmas. Practice times vary and run throughout Novem-
ber and December. Please sign up today by speaking with our music
director. Linda.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli. Bonnie Hart. Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer. Randy Bookwalter.
Walter Shenk. Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty Beniot. Hank Chase.
Jackie Crouse. Kevin Lathwell, Vicki Lowery. Michael Huey. Isabella Homing, Ray-
mond & Connie Roscoe. Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot. Joseph Bosco, Richard
Monroe. Gary E. Manley. Maggie Keating. Sandy Robertson. Ruby. Elveta Guinn,
Jane Batten, James Wynkoop. Carol Bogacz, Jane Thielman, Lynn Fitzharns.

Fr. Ansgar. Deb Mackesy

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one fo pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, November 16th
8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass—Fr. Comelius
Intention for Catalina Oamilda (+)
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed

11 AM Mass—Fr. Comelius

Monday, November 17th

7PM Knights of Columbus
monthly meeting

Tuesday, November 18th

9 AM Mass

Intention and Thanksgiving for Knights of

Columbus, Jean Ridley, and the Social

Concerns Ministry

9:30 AM Women’s Bible Study

10 AM Stitches from the Heart

6 PM Hospitality Ministry
meeting—McFadden Hall

Wednesday, November 19th

9 AM Mass

9:30 Social Concerns Ministry
meeting—McFadden Hall

5-5:45 PM Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30 PM OCIA

6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study

Thursday, November 20th

9 AM Mass

Friday, November 21st

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh

Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction
Special Intention for the Kusmitch family

Saturday, November 22nd
4—4:45PM Confession

5PM Mass

Intention for Catherine Kusmitch

Sunday, November 23rd
8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Catalina Oamilda (+)
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed
11 AM Mass
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
T830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession 15 also available by appomntment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins m August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are mterested in attendmg OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate m a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: Whena
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make

arrangements to bring Holy Communion. Monday 17—Memorial of St Elizabeth of Hungary.

Religious: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63;

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: TU; t
J PR TEqUESt b 170 Tk 18:35-43

and Communally as scheduled.

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new | Tuesday 18—2 Mc 6:18-31: Ps 3: Lk 19:1-10
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at Wednesday 19—2 Mec 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17;
www stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our |y 19-11.38 ’ '
Parish Community are asked to inform us. )

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- | Thursday 20—1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50: Lk 19:41-44
person; Cindy Lathwell Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, | Friday 21—Memorial of the Presentation of the
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Blessed Virgin Mary; 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59;

. L (Ps) 1 Chr 29;: Lk 19:45-48
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

Neil Shanholizer, Jeff Ferre].l, and Fredd}’ Gibb San]rday 22— 1 Mc 6:1-13: Ps O Lk 20027-40

Ministries: If you are interested in traming for any of the fol- , .
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, Sr'-}ﬂda}’ 23_T1_13 Solelmuty of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. |King of the Universe: 1 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122; Col 1:12-
20; Lk 23:35-43

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If
you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www dwc.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




