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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5 PM

Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM
Wednesday: 9 AM & 6 PM
Thursday: 9 AM

Friday: 9 AM

Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass

with Benediction at 12 NOON

1st Saturday: 9 AM Mass
Rosary immediately following

Confession
Wednesday: 5—5:45 PM
Saturday: 4—4:45 PM
Sunday: 8:15—8:45 AM
or by appointment

November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent

FILL US ALL WITH

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of God and the
church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow in love toward all. “It 1s by your love for one another that everyone will recog-
nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 30, 2025

REFLECTION

Theme: Called to be Smart Christians

Dear Parishioners, Welcome!

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving celebra-
tion filled with joy. gratitude. and good company
as [ did. We thank God for journey mercies and for
keeping us safe during the holiday period.

Happy New Year! The Church year Cycle A be-
gins today with the First Sunday of Advent. We
are back reading the Gospel of Saint Matthew,
which focuses on Jesus as the long-awaited Jewish
Messiah and King who fulfills Old Testament
prophecies. Advent is a time of grace and prepara-
tion for Christmas. The readings for the Liturgy of
the Word this weekend announce the coming of
the Messiah, warn us of the end time. and invite us
not only to be Christians, but to be what I would
call ‘smart Christians’.

Who is a smart Christian., you may be asking?

To limit an answer to our readings. let us invoke a
few gadgets of our time. Most of us have a smart
TV set at home. We own smartphones. The smart
GPS in our cars redirects us whenever we veer off
the road we were meant to follow. Smart cars beep
— to alert us — whenever we drift out of our lane on
the highway. They beep and even redirect us back
into our lane whenever we attempt to overtake
when it 1s unsafe. They even brake to avoid a colli-
sion.

In the second reading, Saint Paul sounds the alarm
bells - the hour has come for us to “awake from
sleep”. The time has come for us to “throw off the
works of darkness™ and to “put on the armor of
light”. Smart Christians would agree with Saint
Paul that this 1s the hour to break away from a life
that glories in satisfying “the desires of the flesh™,
that delights “in orgies and drunkenness™; in
“promuiscuity and lust” and in “rivalry and jeal-
ousy”. Our gospel passage reiterates Saint Paul’s
call for us to “wake from sleep™; “Stay awake! For
you do not know on which day your Lord will
come.” our Lord tells us. Smart Christians are
those who watch and pray because they do not
know when the Son of Man will come. They do
not idle away “... eating and drinking. marrying
and giving in marriage... until the flood comes and
carried them all away™.

In the first reading, the Prophet Isaiah invites us -
as nations and peoples — to the “house of the God
of Jacob... to climb the Lord’s mountain... to

stream toward... the mountain of the Lord’s
house”. As with smart drivers, smart Christians are
those who drive their lives on the lane that leads to
Heaven and who avoid veering off into Satan’s
lane. We are smart Christians if we allow God to
“instruct us in his ways that we may walk in his
paths™.

Christ comes to us as the Prince of Peace. and his
mvitation to smart Christians is that they be peace-
makers. not war mongers. That they “beat their
swords into plowshares and their spears into prun-
ing hooks”. Smart Christian nations do not “raise
the sword against another”, and they do not “train
for war again™.

Smart Christians engage in spiritual. mental. and
physical preparation during the Advent season.
This includes dedicating specific time each day for
prayers, such as the Rosary, meditation, or using
an Advent Devotional booklet. reading. and re-
flecting on scripture, receiving the Sacrament of
Confession. and practicing love and almsgiving.
This keeps the devil away and stops you from
wandering into a life of debauchery. focused on
satisfying the desires of the flesh. rather than on
the promise of hope that Christ brings to us at
Christmas.

Dear friends in Christ. as we begin this four-week
journey. let’s get smarter this Advent season and
prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ at
Christmas.

Happy Advent! Fr Boh (Pastor)

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Empowering the Faithful in Evangelization:
The following members of our community have
agreed to lead us in the evangelization effort initi-
ated by our diocese of Wheeling-Charleston. WV.
Team leader. William Struemke. members: Sara
Struemke, Butch and Joann Rogers, Lynette Kam-
merer, Kevin Ferrell. Jean Ridley and Vicky Rob-
ertson. They will use enthusiasm and love of the

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 11/23

General Fund ... % 422500

Online GIVINZ.......ccccoceivviiee e 3 828,02

Maintenance ......ooooeeeeeeeee% 105.00

Tocal Outreach ....ooovvvvveveie % 3267.00
Weekend Mass Attendance:

5 PM—92 9 AM—198 11 AM—96

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LITE OF STEWARDSHIP




ST BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Gospel to educate. train. and inspire the faithful of our parishes to
see evangelization as their natural response to God’s love by
providing them with tools for this purpose.

Honoring Our Lady of Fatima: First Saturday Devotion

All are invited to join us this First Saturday. December 6. 2025, as
we heed the call of Our Blessed Mother to make acts of reparation
for the sins committed against her Immaculate Heart. This devo-
tion. requested by Our Lady during her apparitions at Fatima, is a
powerful means to obtain grace. personal salvation. and peace for
the world. Mass begins at 9 AM in the parish church. and the Ro-
sary follows immediately after Mass.

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for December 2025: For
Christians in areas of conflict: Let us pray that Christians living in
areas of war or conflict. especially in the Middle East, might be
seeds of peace. reconciliation. and hope.

Eucharistic Adoration: Come adore the Lord for one hour or
more in Eucharistic Adoration. The Most Blessed Sacrament will
be exposed upon the altar of our parish church on Friday immedi-
ately after morning Mass. Exposition and adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament will end with Benediction at 12 PM. We must have at
least one person present in the Church during this period.

H A P ?V ﬁ‘ December Birthdavs é Belowis a

gj list of those celebrating birthdays in Decem-

ber. If you see them when you are out and
about. wish them a Happy Birthday!

Mary Crotti Nora Porterfield Jose Boursiquot
Frank Donato Lynette Kammerer William Domich
Joseph Wojeicky. Sr. Michael Kammerer Mary Osborne
Carol Block Justin Gould Thomas Bibby
Terry Melnick Theodore Sternemann Vickie Burton
Alicia Boswell Shelley Bowling Timothy Stefanko
Deena Dinh Evan Nichols Thomas Block
Joseph Guttmann Anne Robertson Denise Guinn
Gregory Hess David Copenhaver James Nucilli

Jon Kempfer Margarita Lannon Rebecca Nucilli
Michael Weaver Neoptolemos Melonas ~ Daniel Null
Donald Hicks Gabriel Orellana Ann Marie Handwork
Aubrey Swisher Neil Bellman Joseph Tost
Jackie Cornell Betty Boyce Jacob Shifflett
Colleen Liles James Gianella Phillip Wingerd
Hillary Ware Benjamin Recchi

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli. Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane. Msgr. Patrick Fryer. Randy Bookwalter.
Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley. Beverly Barrett. Hank Chase. Jackie
Crouse. Vicki Lowery. Michael Huey. Raymond & Connie Roscoe. Glenda Bonfila.
Jose M. Boursiquot. Joseph Bosco. Richard Monroe. Gary E. Manley. Maggie Keat-
ing. Sandy Robertson. Elveta Guinn. Jane Batten, James Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz.
Jane Thielman. Lynn Fitzharris. Fr. Ansgar. Deb Mackesy

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your
thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, November 30th

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass—Fr. Anthony
Intention for Catalina Oamilda (+)
11 AM Mass—Fr. Anthony

Monday, December 1st
PICTURE DAY!

Tuesday, December 2nd
PICTURE DAY!
9 AM Mass

Wednesday, December 3rd
PICTURE DAY!

9 AM Mass

Intention for Helena Shenk (L)
5-5:45PM  Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30 PM OCIA

6:30 PM Women'’s Bible Study

Thursday, December 4th
9 AM Mass
Intention for Nicholas Hengemihle (+)

First Friday, December Sth

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh

Special Intention for the Kusmitch family
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12NOON  Benediction

6 PM Hedgesville Tree Lighting

First Saturday, December 6th

9 AM Mass—Fr. Boh

Special Intention for the Kusmitch family
Rosary immediately following
4—4:45PM Confession

5 PM Mass
Intention for the People of the Parish
6 PM Saturday Night Social

Sunday, December 7th

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

10:15—10:45 AM Religious Education
11 AM Mass




FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-

sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM. and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends m April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism.

First Reconciliation. First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA. please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or
advanced age. call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion.

WEEKLY READINGS

Monday 1—Is 4:2-6: Ps 122: Mt 8:5-11

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request
and Communally as scheduled.

Tuesday 2—Is 11:1-10; Ps 72; Lk 10:21-24
Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form

from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us,

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair-
person: Cindy Lathwell, Secretary: Members: Lynette Kammer-

Wednesday 3—Memorial of St. Francis Xavier,
Priest; Is 25:6-10a: Ps 23: Mt 15:28-37

Thursday 4—TIs 26:1-6; Ps 118; Mt 7:21, 24-27

er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke. Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian,
Maureen Sabol. Joe Comer. Kevin Ferrell. and Carol Bogacz

) o Friday 5—1Is 29:17-24: Ps 27: Mt 9:27-31
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,
Neil Shanholtzer. Jeff Ferrell. and Freddy Gibb

Saturday 6—Is 30:19-21. 23-26: Ps 147:

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol- Mi 9:35-10:1. 5. 6-8

lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
Lector, Altar Server. or Usher, please contact the Parish Office.

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations. we are
not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

Sunday 7—Is 11:1-10: Ps 72: Rom 15:4-9: Mt 3:1-12

you want a Priest to visit you. please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If yvou are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester. please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse. please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities. to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




