[ SAINT

BERNADETTE
| CATHOLIC CHURCH

109 West Main St. - PO Box 11 - Hedgesville, WV 25427
Phone: 304-754-7830 « Email: office@stbernadettewv.org
www._stbernadettewv.org
Office Hours: Mon—Thurs 10 AM—2 PM; Fri 10 AM—12 PM
Office is located in the Religious Education Building

*T OIRECTORY September 14, 2025

Pastor, Rev. Fr. Aloyslis Boh The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Parish Secretary, Lynette Kammerer

Music Director, Linda Abrahamian

Sacristan, Kevin Ferrell
kevin.a.ferrell@gmail.com

Religious Ed., Sara Struemke
reled@stbernadettewv.org

OCIA, Eric Colliflower
Finance Chairperson, Paul Guttmann

Youth Ministry Coordinator, Linda
Abrahamian

Maintenance, Joe Comer

Knights of Columbus, Greg Hilleary
dustyboy 1025@gmail.com

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:  5PM

“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert. so must the Son of Man be
lifted up. so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.”
(Jn 3:14-15)

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church is a Christian community in the Catholic tra-
dition following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of
God and the church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word. Worship.
Ministry. and Service we celebrate our common faith given in baptism.
Grateful for our faith, we seek to grow in love toward all. “It is by your love
for one another that everyone will recognize you as my disciples.”

—1John 13:35




THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

SEPTEMBER 14, 2025

REFLECTION
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. also
known as the Feast of the Triumph of the Cross.
commemorates three events: the discovery of the
True Cross in 326, its exaltation for public veneration
in 335, and the recovery of the Cross from the Per-
sians in 628. Today. this feast also celebrates the
boundless impact of Christ’s Cross upon all of crea-
tion.
In 326. Constantine’s mother, Saint Helena. a devout
Christian. embarked on a pilgrimage to the Holy
Land to identify significant sites from Christ’s life
and establish a church at each. In Jerusalem. she
hoped to find the True Cross and to build a church
over the sites of Mount Calvary and Jesus’ tomb.
known as the Holy Sepulchre. Upon identifying
Mount Calvary and the empty tomb. she discovered
three buried crosses. After an investigation, the local
bishop confirmed they were the crosses used to cruci-
fy Jesus and the two thieves. Since Helena did not
know which cross was Christ’s. she arranged for a
sick woman to touch all three. The woman was 1m-
mediately healed upon touching one of them. indicat-
ing that it was the True Cross.
Emperor Constantine ordered the construction of a
church to encompass Mount Calvary and Christ’s
tomb and to house the True Cross. The Church of the
Holy Sepulchre was erected and dedicated on Sep-
tember 13, 335. Legend says that the following
day—September 14. 335—Christ’s Cross was
brought outside the church for the faithful to vener-
ate. Over the next three centuries. the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross was celebrated annually
in Jerusalem and varied elsewhere
In 614, the Persians invaded Jerusalem. taking the
True Cross as a trophy. The Persians were not Chris-
tians and leaving the Holy Cross in their possession
was seen as sacrilegious. In 622. Eastern Roman Em-
peror Heraclius initiated military campaigns to recap-
ture Jerusalem and the True Cross. In 628, he tri-
umphed. and the following vear. Emperor Heraclius
entered Jerusalem with the True Cross, restoring it to
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. After that. the
Feast of the Holy Cross became a universal celebra-
tion within the Church.

Although we commemorate three historical events
today, the celebration’s core is not the Cross’s wood
or the holy sites where Jesus died and was buried.
The primary focus is the infinite love shown through
the Son of God’s selfless and perfect Sacrifice and
the boundless mercy that has poured forth upon the
world as a result. The Cross. a cruel instrument of
torture and death. 1s now the symbol of God’s per-
fect love. further magnifying that love and showcas-

ing God’s infinite power to use the worst for the best:
to use death to bring life and to transform the greatest
act of cruelty ever known into the greatest act of mer-
¢y ever bestowed upon the world.

NB: From the pastor’s desk. This version has been
abridged for space. The original version is from ‘My
Catholic Life’. A joumey of personal conversion!

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
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Our Lady of Sorrows: Following on the heels of

the celebration of the feast of the Exaltation of the

Holy Cross. the church honors Our Lady under the

title of ‘Our Lady of Sorrows” on September 15. The

proximity of these two feast days is intentional. link-

ing the triumph of Christ's sacrifice on the cross with

the compassionate suffering of his mother., Mary.

Traditionally. the memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

commemorates the seven sorrows in the Heart of

Mary as recorded in Scripture:

#The prophecy of Simeon (Luke 2:33-35)

oThe flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-15)

eLoss of the Child Jesus for three days (Luke 2:41—
50)

eMary meets Jesus on His way to Calvary (Luke
23:27-31; John 19:17)

«Crucifixion and Death of Jesus (John 19:25-30)

eThe body of Jesus being taken from the Cross (Luke
23:50-54; John 19:31-37)

oThe burial of Jesus (Isaiah 53:8-9; Luke 23:50-56;
John 19:38-42; Mark 15:40-47).

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 9/7

General Fund oo 3 3709.00

Onling GIVINg .voocevereeereeereeeerrerereeseees e 1957.64

IV AT EIIAILEE vt cv et e e e e e e et e e e e eneeee e e $ 815.00

Local Outreach ..oovvvveeiviiieeceiiseeeeee el B 215.00

Diocesan Collections ...oovvveevcieeee e $  1697.00
Weekend Mass Attendance:

5 PM—79 9 AM—176 11 AM—165

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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Reflecting on this Memorial. ‘My Catholic Life’ stresses the im-
portance of understanding ‘... that a “sorrowful” heart is not the same
as a “sad” heart. Theologically speaking. sadness results from a form
of self-pity. or an unhealthy attachment to something that was lost.
Sorrow, on the other hand. is one of the Beatitudes. and therefore one
of the holiest qualities we can possess. “Blessed are they who mourmn.
for they will be comforted” (Matthew 5:4). To “mourn” is to have a
sorrowful heart. In this context of the Beatitudes. a heart that mourns
is a heart that loves. Mourning. or holy sorrow, results from a heart
that has witnessed sin and grieves over it.”

A Joyful Start to Our Religious Education Classes! Another year
of learning and growing in our Catholic faith for our children success-
fully kicked off last Sunday. September 7th. We are grateful to all the
families who have registered their children for this year’s program. As
of last Sunday. we had 64 students on roll. A heartfelt thank you to our
returning teachers for their commitment and dedication! We are still in
need of additional teachers and substitute teachers to attend to our
growing number of students. No prior teaching experience is neces-
sary—only a love for Jesus Christ and a desire to share your faith with
the next generation. If you feel called to share your faith with our
youth. please contact Sara Struemke. or the Parish Office to learn
more.

Parish Pig Roast: What a way to end summer as a Parish Family!
Thank You. my beloved sisters and brothers of Saint Bernadette
Church Family. My heart overflows with gratitude for the success of
our last Sunday’s Parish Pig Roast. What a blessing it was to see so
many of you gather for our pig roast! The delicious food was only sur-
passed by the warm fellowship and cheerful laughter that filled the air.
It was a beautiful reminder of the incredible community God has
brought together at our church. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who
worked so hard to make this event a success. A special thank you to
our head chef. April Canby. for the general organization of this event.
Special thank you to Billy’s BBQ. who spent almost 24 hours roasting
the pig right here in our parking lot. Thank you to all who contributed
delicious side dishes and desserts and the volunteers who set up and
the clean-up crew. especially the Knights of Columbus. We appreciate
everyone who came and shared in the fun-filled afternoon. Last but
not the least. we are grateful to those who offered items for BINGO.
Because of vour generosity. the event was a wonderful success.

May God bless each of you for your faithfulness. dedication. and sup-
port of our parish.

Yours. Fr Boh (Pastor)

I wish you all Happy Sunday and a Blessed Week ahead!

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordells, Bonme Hart, Kathy Skane. Msgr. Patrick Fryer. Randy Bookwalter,
Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty Beniot. Hank Chase,
Jackie Crouse, Kevin Lathwell. Dorothy Knipe, Rebecca Ramsey, Linda Spiker., Vick:
Lowery. Michael Huey, Isabella Horming, Raymond & Connie Roscoe, Glenda Bonfi-
la, Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie
Keating., Sandy Robertson, Ruby, Elveta Guinn, Jane Batten, James Wynkoop. Carol
Bogacz. William & Mary Ulicny, Donna Gerstel, Lynn Fitzharris

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayvers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name fo our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, September 14th
8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Charles Deal (+)
11T AM Mass
Intention for Linda Spiker (+)

Tuesday, September 16th
9 AM Mass
10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, September 17th

9 AM Mass

9:30 AM Social Concerns
Meeting

5-5:45PM  Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30—8 PM OCIA

Thursday, September 18th
9 AM Mass
Intention for Nestorine Boh (+)

Friday, September 19th

9 AM Mass

Intention for Lisa & Roosevelt Boh (L)
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12 NOON Benediction

Saturday, September 20th

4—4:45 PM Confession

5 PM Mass

Intention for Bill Weilge & Valentina
Languido (+)

Sunday, September 21st

8:15—8:45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Charles Deal (+)
No Religious Education

11 AM Mass
Intention for Patricia Samford (+)
2:30 PM African Mass

Intention for Lisa & Roosevelt Boh (L)
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-

sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism.,

First Reconciliation, First Communion. and/or Confirmation. and are interested in attending OCIA. please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholies, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a

Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age. call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make
arrangements to bring Holy Communion. Monday 15—Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows: 1

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request | 11 2:1-8; Ps 28 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

and Communally as scheduled.
Tuesday 16—Memorial of Sts Cornelius. Pope, and
Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new | Cypran. Bishop. Martyrs: 1 Tm 3:1-13: Ps 101:
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form |k 7:11-17

from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Wednesday 17—1 Tm 3:14-16: Ps 111: Lk 7:31-35

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- | Thursday 18—1 Tm 4:12-16: Ps 111: Lk 7:36-50
person: Cindy Lathwell. Secretary: Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, | ¢ o Al . .

Maureen Sabol. Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell. and Carol Bogacz Friday 19—1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49; Lk 8:1-3

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann, Saturday 20—Memorial if St Andrew Kim Tae-gon.
Neil Shanholtzer. Jeff Ferrell. and Freddy Gibb Priest. and Paul Chong Ha-sang. and Companions.
Martyrs: 1 Tm 6:13-16: Ps 100: Lk 8:4-15
Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion. Sunday 21—Am 8:4-7; Ps 113; 1 Tm 2:1-8;
Lector. Altar Server. or Usher. please contact the Parish Office. |11 16:1-13

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations. we are
not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you. please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester. please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency. or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities. to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




