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REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5PM
Sunday: 9AM & 11 AM
Tuesday: 9 AM

e HiS OWN CROSS...

Friday: 9 AM
Adoration every Friday after 9 AM Mass “Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be
with Benediction at 12 NOON my disciple” (Luke 14:27)
1st Saturday: 9 AM Mass Mission Statement:
Rosary immediately following St. Bernadette Catholic Church is a Christian community in the Catholic tra-

. dition following the direction of the Holy Spirit in building the kingdom of
God and the church in Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word, Worship,
Ministry, and Service we celebrate our common faith given in baptism.
Grateful for our faith, we seek to grow in love toward all. “It is by your love
for one another that everyone will recognize you as my disciples.”

—John 13:35
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REFLECTION
Theme: “It is not easy to follow Christ”
Every group or country has its guiding rules and
constitution. which provide the essential framework
for its proper functioning. Generally. there are re-
quirements for every job that one must meet to be
hired. Employers use requirements to find the right
candidates. and meeting these criteria is crucial for
making it past the mitial application phase.
In our Gospel passage for this weekend's liturgy. Je-
sus leaves us in no doubt that there are requirements
or conditions for anyone seeking to be hired as his
disciple. He outlines the requirements. or creden-
tials. or what it takes to be his disciple. He makes
three demands of those who want to follow him and
concludes each with the same warning. ... cannot
be my disciple!” He compares discipleship to
fighting a battle or to building a tower. Before you
enter battle. be sure you have sufficient troops to en-
gage the enemy. Before you start building the tower.
count your bricks. In other words. be prepared to fol-
low through. Jesus” teaching is not only for builders
and kings. or army commanders, but it 1s directed at
the great crowds who accompanied Him. and by ex-
tension. for everyone who wants to be His follower.
He wants every aspirant to discipleship to work out
the cost, because it is costly to be a disciple or a
Christian. It is not costly in terms of money. but in
terms of doing certain things and leaving others. Je-
sus doesn't hide what it takes to be his disciple from
us. He tells us right up front that it will cost every-
thing. Following him means that we must put him
first, ahead of all other things in our lives. To get his
point across. he uses a harsh word that reflects the
reality of division. He speaks about "hating" one's
father or mother. wife or children, brothers. and sis-
ters. and even his own life. His usage of the word
‘hate’ 1s hyperbolical and is meant to shock us out of
our complacency. that is. the idea that we can hold
something back from Jesus. By asking that his disci-
ples should hate their relations. Jesus is not nullify-
ing the fourth commandment to honor parents. Jesus
1s saying that discipleship entails placing one’s rela-
tionship to Him even above familial relations. Disci-
pleship to Jesus is not like belonging to a political
party. We do not follow Jesus because we are com-
fortable with his platform. But we follow him be-
cause we believe He 1s who he says he is: ‘the Bride-
groom. the Lord of the Sabbath. the one who for-
gives men's sins.’
Dear brothers and sisters. the lesson for us today is
that you must consider carefully if you’re capable of
making these sacrifices before embarking on the life

of a disciple. Jesus wants to ensure that only sincere
followers. not those seeking selfish gain. should sign
up to become His disciples. and to prepare them for
the commitment required. While the Gospel today
focuses on what we give up for Jesus. it is good to
remember that what we gain - eternal life - is far
more than what we give up.

Today’s challenge: ‘Have you ever thought that it
was costly to be a Christian? How ready and willing
are you to give every part of your life to Christ?’

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Today. we join the [
Catholic family §
around the world to
celebrate the canon-
ization of Carlo
Acutis, the first nul-
lennial saint in the
Catholic =~ Church.
He is an Italian|§
teenager who died
from leukemia in
2006. He 1s known
for his devotion to
the Eucharist and his use of technology to promote
the Catholic faith. He created a website that docu-
mented Eucharistic miracles and Marian apparitions
and is widely regarded as a role model for young
people in the Church.

We pray that he intercedes especially for all the
young people of our parish so that they know how to
balance their love of video games. computers. and
social media with their faith in God.

Saints Carlo Acutis and Bernadette Soubirous. pray

A Word of Thanks to my Saint Bernadette Parish
Family

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, permit me to
use this medium to say ‘Thank You® from the bot-
tom of my heart for all the birthday wishes. cards.
and gifts! Your thoughttul gestures made my day
incredibly special.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 8/31

General Fund ..o 3 325100
Online GIVINE ....cocveeeevereeeecresnrerrceseresneenenn 3 809,26
MAINLENATICE . eoveeeeeeee e e e eeeeeeeeeereee e eeenneen D 165.13
Loecal Outreach ...ooooveveeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee B 205.00
Diocesan Collections ......coocovvvveveveee e B 35.00

Weekend Mass Attendance:
5 PM—107 9 AM—160 11 AM—112

THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP
TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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It 1s an honor and a privilege to serve this parish as your pastor, and
your kindness is a beautiful reminder of the loving and supportive
community we share. Thank you again for making my birthday a day
filled with extra love and special memories.

May God bless and reward you for your generosity and kindness as
only He can.

With love and gratitude. I wish you and vour loved ones a fruitful and
blessed week ahead.

Happy Sunday!

Fr Boh (Pastor)

WHAT’S GOING ON

Knights of Columbus invites your participation in the Annual Coats for
Kids Program. This program provides a new coat for the many children
in need within our community. Your donation. in any amount, will go
directly to purchasing coats. Individual coat prices are $20.00 each. or a
case of 12 coats can be purchased at a cost of $250.00 each. When or-
ders are placed by September 15, 2025, we will be able to get two cases
for the price of one. thus allowing us to warm twice as many children.
Your donation can be placed in the basket in the Narthex or by using a
designated Coats for Kids envelope. Check donations should be
made payable to Knights of Columbus Council 18683. Thank you for
your kindness and generous support. God Bless.

Donations for the St. Bernadette Parish Scholarship Fund

No kids in school? Don’t scroll past—this part is for you foo!

Have kids in school? Stay put—this part is definitely for you!

A Community That Gives Together Grows Together.

Your support of our Parish Scholarship Fund helps to make sure we nev-
er spend the base—only the interest. That means every dollar added to-
day keeps giving, vear after year. for our students’ futures.

Your gift today strengthens both our parish family and the opportunities
we can offer the Class of 2026 seniors this spring—and every class after
them. Together. we build a legacy of faith, learning. and community.

To contribute:

e Mark your envelope or online donation: “St. Bernadette Parish Schol-
arship Fund”

e Pick up a Parish Scholarship Fund envelopes on the bulletin board in
the Narthex.

The Portiuncula Franciscan Order of St Margaret of Corona Re-
gion invites you to their monthly “Come and See” on October 12th from
1—4 PM at Priestfield Pastoral Center in Kearneysville. There is a flyer
on the bulletin board in the narthex with more information.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordelli, Bonme Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy Bookwalter,
Walter Shenk. Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Betty Beniot. Hank Chase,
Jackie Crouse, Kevin Lathwell, Dorothy Knipe, Rebecca Ramsey, Linda Spiker, Vicki
Lowery, Michael Huey, [sabella Horning, Raymond & Conme Roscoe, Glenda Bonfi-
la, Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco. Richard Monroe, Gary E. Manley, Maggie
Keating, Sandy Robertson. Ruby, Elveta Guinn, Jane Batten, James Wynkoop, Carol
Bogacz, William & Mary Ulicny, Donna Gerstel, Lynn Fitzharris

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your
thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
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Sunday, September 7th

9 AM Mass

10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed.
11 AM Mass

Intention for Nicholas Huffinan (+)
12 NOON  Parish Picnic

Tuesday, September 9th
9 AM Mass
10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, September 10th

9 AM Mass
5-5:45PM  Confession
6 PM Mass

Thursday, September 11th
9 AM Mass

Friday, September 12th

9 AM Mass
Special intention for the Kusmitch
Jfamily

Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
12NOON  Benediction

Saturday, September 13th
4—4:45 PM Confession

5PM Mass

Intention for Bill &Pat Brosmer (+)

Sunday, September 14th
8:15—8:45 AM Confession
9 AM Mass

11 AM Mass
Intention for Linda Spiker (+)
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St. Bernadette
Catholic Church

SGHOLARSH

APPLICATIONS

NOW OPEN FOR
THE CLASS OF
2026 SENIORS

 Did you get so caught up in our 5-Year
Festivities & Pig Roast that you forgot to
grab an application in the Narthex? Don’t
worry! Stop by the parish office, call us,
or email reled@stbernadettewv.org for a
digital copy.

« 4 Open to all Class of 2026 seniors, as
well as 2025 graduates taking a gap year
to grow and discern their next step.

« # Submission Deadline: February 1,

2026

» Tip: Start documenting now—there are

requirements you’ll want to be working

toward!

NOT A SENIOR YET? PARENTS OF 8TH-11TH GRADERS
MAY ALSO REQUEST A DIGITAL COPY TO SEE WHAT

STUDENTS SHOULD BE BUILDING TOWARD IN HIGH
SCHOOL. THIS IS OUR LAUNCH YEAR, AND
EXPECTATIONS WILL GROW OVER THE NEXT 4-5
YEARS.
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Ol Bewadelles - Slitches from the Heant,
dedicated and crafty gals have been hard at work
creating warmth and love for those in need since

2019. We create hats, scarves, baby blankets, prayer
shawls, and many other unique items.

To keep up this good work, new members are invited
to join us on Tuesday mornings from 10 AM until 12
NOON. Don’t knhow or remember how to crochet,
never fear, we have some wonderful teachers more
than willing to help you.

We would love to see you on Tuesday in the Religious
Ed. Building’s Big Room.

May the good Lord continue to bless the work of
our hands!
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WOME
BIBLE

WOMEN OF GRACE® FOUNDATIONAL STUDY: ‘3‘ m
FULL OF GRACE, WOMEN AND THE ABUNDANT LIFE %

ADULT WOMEN ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR THIS 8-WEEK 5.7
BIBLE STUDY CREATED BY JOHNNETTE BENKOVIC s

WILLIAMS. TOGETHER WE WILL GROW IN OUR CATHOLIC €

FAITH, EXPLORE THE TREASURES OF SACRED SCRIPTURE, »o

AND LEARN FROM THE WISDOM OF THE CHURCH, THE LIV.E'@.
OF THE SAINTS, AND THE EXAMPLE OF OUR BLESSED =
MOTHER. THIS IS A JOURNEY OF DISCOVERING THE \‘ =%
DIGNITY OF WOMANHOOD AND THE MISSION GOD A5
ENTRUSTS TO EACH OF US.

STUDY HIGHLIGHTS: -~
« ENGAGE DEEPLY WITH THE BIBLE AND THE CATECHISM 4
« DISCOVER THE STRENGTH OF PRAYER AND THE HFALINQ

OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
« DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE MASS AND SA R
« GROW IN FRIENDSHIP, FEMININITY AND SACRED SISTBRH

« WHEN: BEGINS SEPT. 30 (TUES.) AND OCT. 1 (WED.) R
TUESDAYS - AFTER 9:00 AM MASS UNTIL 11:15 AM
WEDNESDAYS - AFTER 6:00 PM MASS UNTIL 8:15 PM
RUNS FOR 8 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS, ENDING NOV. 18/19

CHOOSE ONE SESSION PER WEEK—FLEXIBILITY TO ATTEND
MORNING OR EVENING AS YOUR SCHEDULE ALLOWS

« WHERE: ST. BERNADETTE CATHOLIC CHURCH
« MATERIALS & COST: $25 PER PARTICIPANT (INCLUDES BOOK AND A
STUDY GUIDE BINDER). NO ONE WILL BE TURNED AWAY FOR FINANCIAL
NEED—PLEASE CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE IF ASSISTANCE IS
NEEDED. SIGN UP IN THE THE NARTHEX ON THE PODIUM, CALL THE
OFFICE, OR EMAIL SARA, RELED@STBERNADETTEWV.ORG.

« WHAT TO BRING: YOUR FAVORITE CATHOLIC BIBLE & CATECHISM
(PRINT, APP, OR BORROWED FROM THE PARISH).
AND, A SNACK TO SHARE 1F YOU WOULD LIKE.

COME DISCOVER YOUR FEMININE GENIUS,
DEEPEN YOUR FAITH, AND ENCOUNTER CHRIST
IN A NEW WAY THROUGH HIS WORD.
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Write to and Pray for Our Seminarians!

e

P Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston o
-
2025 - 2026
@ Pontifical College Josephinum (7625 N High St., Columbus, OH 43235)
Domvito Cortese  David Hensler Timothy Kawash ~ SebastianLasko  Daniel Long Reece Lopatka
Birthday: Aug 30 Birthday: Julv29  Birthday: July 22 Birthday:Sept. 18 Birthday: Apr.15 Birthday: lune 5
@ Towrth Collige Tost Pratosopliy  Second Theoldqy — Second College Propacientic Year  Furst Phtosophy
@ Mount St. Mary’s Seminary (16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd., Emmitsburg, MD 21727)
@ Pastoral Assignment
Michael Aiello \ndrew Dean Nathan Schmidt Clifton Mastran
Birthday:Sept. 16 Birthday:Nov. 14 Birthday:Jan. 20 Birthdav: Mav |
i Theoloqy ~t Phitosopliy  Second Theology S
@ Tinrd Theolog Farst Phatosophy  Second Theolog) St.Joseph the Worker
A ~ - o 229 California Ave.
@ Pope St. John Paul [l Seminary A NGO
(145 Taylor St. NE, Washington, DC 20017)
Bryvan Tedeschi
Birthdayv: Oct. 17
St. Vincent de Paul
67 Liberty St.,
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
Dominick Beckman  Thomas Lough Christopher Nelson
Birthday: Dec. 10 Birthday: July 23 Birthday: Dec. 4 © \ ocations Office
@ Pwpacieutc Year  Propacioutic Year  Second Colloge
© Pontifical North American College
Pz SP < Fr. John Soplinski
(00120 Vatican City State Europe) Dbwctor of Wiiatbis
jsoplinskigndwe.org
3O4-233 0880 ext. 298
Jacqueline Mercer
lssestant to the Derector
of Tocatw,
Joseph Derico Michael ). Tupta “ ..,. .?.” ,:;: i
Birthday: Feb. 16 Birthday: Apr. 24 i;:\‘:“’;;d\%\«: org _
@ st Twoloqy Second Theology & * S

a=
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to attend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
T830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession is also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full communion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA, please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planning to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner is confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Parish Office. We will be happy to make

arrangements to bring Holy Communion. Monday 8—Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Vir-

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request| $iit Mary: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13
and Communally as scheduled. Mt 1:1-16, 18-23

Farish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new | Tuesday 9—Memorial of St Peter Claver. Priest;
people moving into our Parish. You can get a registration form | o] 2:6-15: Ps 145: Lk 6:12-19

from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www.stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our

Parish Community are asked to inform us. Wednesday 10—Col 3:1-11: Ps 145: Lk 6:20-26

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman, Chair- | Thursday 11—Col 3:12-17: Ps 150: Lk 6:27-38
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahamian, |- .. ., . 14 ; 20
Maureen Sabol, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Friday 12—1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14; Ps 16; L.k 6:39-42
St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann, Saturday 13—Memorial of St John Chrysostom,

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb Bishop and Doctor of the Church: 1 Tm 1:15-17:
' ' Ps 113: Lk 6:43-49

Ministries: If you are interested in training for any of the fol-

lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy C_imumm.iom Sunday 14—Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. Cross: Nm 21:4b-9: Ps 78: Phil 2:6-11: Jn 3:13-17

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are
not notified when someone from our Parish 1s in the hospital. If

you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It must be at
the request of the family. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwe.org under “Accountability” for additional information and reporting methods.




