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“This 1s my beloved Son. with whom I am well pleased.”
(Matthew 3:17)

Mission Statement:

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 1s a Christian community in the Catholic tradition
following the direction of the Holy Spirit i building the kingdom of God and the
church 1n Hedgesville and beyond. Through Word. Worship. Ministry. and Service
we celebrate our common faith given in baptism. Grateful for our faith, we seek to
grow 1n love toward all. “It 1s by your love for one another that everyone will recog-

nize you as my disciples.” —John 13:35




THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

JANUARY 11, 2026

REFLECTION
Theme: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well
pleased” (Mt. 3:17b)
Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ, Welcome!
Today, we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. With this
celebration, the Church concludes the joyous Christmas
season and ushers in the Ordinary Time in the Liturgical
Calendar, Year A. It is a time that the Church invites us
to move from our ‘Bethlehems’ and accompany Jesus in
His mission of saving the world.
A priest friend of mine shared an experience he had with
a man in one of the mission churches of his parish. Ar-
thur was always there for Mass each time my friend went
to celebrate Mass for that community. The priest noticed
that Arthur looked deeply troubled and always carried a
heavy burden of worry. One day, the priest decided to
approach him and engage him in conversation. During
their conversation, Arthur revealed his lifelong struggle
with feelings of worthlessness. He explained that he
grew up in a home where praise was scarce and criticism
was the default. There were no "well dones™ for good
grades on a report card, no "I'm proud of you" for doing
your chores or helping with chores—just silence, and if
any word at all. it was negative. His parents never gave
him any reason to believe he was good enough or that he
mattered. This led him to develop a quiet demeanor and a
deep-seated self-hate, and an inability to see his own val-
ue.
At Jesus’s baptism as recorded in today’s Gospel pas-
sage, the voice of God addresses Jesus as His “... be-
loved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” In the first
reading, the servant of the Lord is addressed in these
words: “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen
one with whom I am pleased.” Hearing this declaration
from His Father or from his Master in the case of a serv-
ant in our first reading is profoundly reassuring. Such a
declaration points to the unconditional love that God the
Father has for His Son. and it is a confirmation of His
identity. During His public ministry, Jesus faced incredi-
ble criticism, opposition, and outright rejection. Yet amid
this, I believe he was sustained and emboldened by the
Father’s words spoken over him at his baptism, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am pleased.”
Just as God's declaration over Jesus sustained and em-
boldened Him in His public ministry, parental affirma-
tion of their children is vital to their self-esteem and de-
velopment. Affirmations like, "I'm proud of who you are,
not just what you achieve, " "I love being your parent, "
"You are loved. " "You belong, " or "I trust you to make
good choices, " etc. I trust it would help to create a fun-
damental sense of security and assure the child of his or
her place within the family umt. a secure base for
growth. It empowers the individual with courage and re-
silience to face life's challenges with a sense of inherent
worth and belonging.
On the other hand, negative parental attitudes that often
attack a child's character, comparing them negatively to

others, or dismissing their feelings, such as "You're use-
less,” "Why can't you be like your sibling?" "I'm disap-
pointed in you," and "You always..." or "You never...",
such statements inevitably lead to low self-esteem and
significantly damage the child's emotional development,
leading him/her to a belief that he/she is not good
enough or capable of anything. This 1s the kind of par-
enting Arthur told my friend priest he received from his
parents.

Beloved in Christ, let’s learn from God the Father’s dec-
laration of His Son as ... my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased” and be intentional and verbally affirm
the inherent value and contributions of our spouses, chil-
dren, and all those God puts on our path every day.
Know, dear Parishioners, that you are my beloved pa-
rishioners, with whom I am well pleased.

FROM THE PASTOR S DESK

Thank You for Our Wonderful© 2 =
New Year Celebration!
Dear Parish Family, :
My heart overflows with grati- S8
tude for the incredible success of g

our recent Saturday Social - Par- 8
ish New Year's Party! Thank you g
for your contributions of food,
desserts, and drinks. Your active
presence and joyful spirit that

filled the hall with laughter made
the event a truly memorable and
B uplifting occasion, reminding us
‘of the vibrant faith and strong
. community we share.
' I would also like to extend my
deepest thanks to our dedicated
» volunteers and Hospitality Minis-
try, whose hard work and gener-
| ous spirit made it all possible.

PARISH SACRIFICIAL OFFERING FOR 1/4

General:Fund .o ooy s s e $ 4483.00

Online GIVING ;.o s R L i $ 168744

Maintenance. ... $ 720.00

Local Outreach ... $ 140.00
Weekend Mass Attendance:

5PM—117 9 AM—134 11 AM—129
THANK YOU FOR TAKING A STEP

TOWARD A LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
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Your commitment to our parish family is a beautiful witness to God's grace
and love. May God bless us and our families abundantly in this New Year!
A Note on the Epiphany Home Blessing: I have received a thoughtful
question from some parishioners regarding the Epiphany home blessing
tradition, and I’'m grateful for the opportunity to share more about it with
our community! The cherished practice of the Epiphany home blessing,
often involving chalking the door with ""0+C+M+B+26" (for the current
year), originated in Christian Europe to invite Christ into the home, sym-
bolizing the Magi's visit, and it is a prayer for health, protection, peace, joy,
and God's presence in our homes throughout the year. Its importance lies in
its powerful symbolism. It marks the home as a Christian space, fostering
family faith, witnessing to neighbors, and connecting with ancient Church
tradition.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: This will begin on Sunday, 18
January. We are invited to join in prayer for the visible unity of all Chris-
tians, remembering Jesus' prayer "that all may be one". The theme for 2026
is, "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one
hope of your calling." (Eph 4:4)

Your Faith Questions Matter! The Church thrives on questions and
shared exploration. If you have a question about our faith, a Bible passage,
or a Church teaching, please submit it! You can drop a written question in
the marked box by the bulletin board in the narthex or email of-
fice@stbernadettewv.org. We'll answer common questions in upcoming
bulletins or address them in a future faith formation session.

Adoration and Benediction: Please be informed that Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction have resumed. Consider including this
devotion in your weekly schedule and join in prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament every Friday immediately after morming Mass until 12 NOON.
God bless you and your loved ones!
Happy Sunday! Fr Boh (Pastor)

WHAT'S GOING ON

On Saturday. January 24th. Knights of Columbus will host a Basketball
Free Throw Contest for all girls and boys ages 9 through 14. Winners
from this district contest will be eligible to participate at the West Vir-
ginia state level. The contest starts at 1 PM in the St Joseph School
Gym. This is a fun community event. You do not have to register. and
there is no charge to participate.

2026 High School Seniors. the deadline for submitting your St. Berna-
dette Scholarship Fund application is just three weeks away. Applica-
tions are available on the bulletin board in the narthex or by calling the
parish office and requesting a digital application. Make sure you com-
plete your application and return it by Sunday, February 1st.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Mary Cordell;, Bonnie Hart, Kathy Skane, Msgr. Patrick Fryer, Randy
Bookwalter, Walter Shenk, Robin Marlin, Betty Foley, Beverly Barrett, Hank
Chase, Jackie Crouse, Vicki Lowery, Michael Huey, Raymond & Connie Ros-
coe, Glenda Bonfila, Jose M. Boursiquot, Joseph Bosco, Richard Monroe,
Gary E. Manley, Maggie Keating, Sandy Robertson, Elveta Guinn, Jane Bat-
ten, James Wynkoop, Carol Bogacz, Jane Thielman, Lynn Fitzharris, Fr.
Ansgar, Deb Mackesy, Marianne Henterly, Thomas Mackesy, Florence Del-
lasanta, Isabella Horning

Please keep the sick and homebound, and those that have no one to pray for them, in your

thoughts and prayers. You may call the Parish Office at 304-754-7830 to add a name to our
Prayer List.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Sunday, January 11th

Feast of The Baptism of the Lord
Christmas Season Ends

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for Judy Copenhaver (+)
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed
11 AM Mass

Intention for John Slattery (+)

Tuesday, January 13th

9 AM Mass

Intention for Gar Missenis (+)

10 AM Stitches from the Heart

Wednesday, January 14th

9 AM Mass

Intention for Maggie Keating (L)
5—5:45PM Confession

6 PM Mass

6:30—8 PM OCIA

Thursday, January 15th
9 AM Mass
Intention for Mark Lane (+)

Friday, January 16th

9 AM Mass
Adoration following the 9 AM Mass
I12NOON  Benediction

Saturday, January 17th
Second Collection—Church in the

Developing World
4—4:45 PM Confession
5PM Mass

Intention for the Kusmitch family

Sunday, January 18th

Second Collection—Church in the
Developing World

8:15—8: 45 AM Confession

9 AM Mass

Intention for the People of the Parish
10:15—11:45 AM Religious Ed

11 AM Mass

Intention for Laura Samford (+)
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Sacrament of Baptism: Parents must be registered with the Parish Office and are required to aftend a Preparation Ses-
sion before the Baptism can be scheduled. To register for the Preparation Class, please call the Parish Office at 304-754-
7830.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Will be held Wednesday evening from 5:00—5:45 PM, Saturday 4—4:45 PM, and Sun-
day 8:15—8:45 AM. Confession 1s also available by appointment at anytime. Please call the Parish Office fo schedule an
appointment.

Order of Christian Initiation: The Order of Christian Inttiation of Adults begins in August and ends in April. These
classes are for members who wish to enter into full comnunion with the Catholic Church. If you need to receive Baptism,
First Reconciliation, First Communion, and/or Confirmation, and are interested in attending OCIA | please call the Parish
Office at 304-754-7830.

Sacrament of Marriage: Engaged couples planming to marry at St. Bernadette Catholic Church should be practicing
Catholics, participating in Sunday Eucharist regularly. Also they must participate in a Marriage Preparation Program. Call
the Parish Office for information. At least six months notice is required. No date for a wedding will be set over the phone.

Holy Communion to the Sick and Homebound: When a
Parishioner 1s confined to home or hospital because of illness or WEEKLY READINGS
advanced age, call the Panish Office. We will be happy to make

ts to bring Holy Communion.
Arrangements 1o Ding HoTy Lommumion Monday 12—1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116; Mk 1:14-20

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Upon request

dc 11y as scheduled.
FHIC -onmnaty as ¢ Tuesday 13—1 Sm 1:9-20; (Ps) 1 Sm 2: Mk 1:21-28

Parish Membership: We give a heartfelt welcome to all new
people moving into our Parnish. You can get a registration form
from the Parish Office or you can register on our website at
www_stbernadettewv.org. Those who plan to move from our
Parish Community are asked to inform us.

Wednesday 14—1 Sm 3:1-10. 19-20: Ps 40:
Mk 1:29-39

St. Bernadette Pastoral Council: Pat Winkelman Chair- Thursday 15—1 Sm 4:1-11: Ps 44: Mk 1:40-45
person; Cindy Lathwell, Secretary; Members: Lynette Kammer-
er, Carol Sloan, Sara Struemke, Jean Ridley, Linda Abrahanuan,

Maureen SaboL, Joe Comer, Kevin Ferrell, and Carol Bogacz Friday 16—1 Sm 8:4-7 10-22a: Ps 89: Mk 2:1-12

St. Bernadette Finance Ministry: Paul Guttmann,

Neil Shanholtzer, Jeff Ferrell, and Freddy Gibb Saturday 17—Memorial of St Anthony. Abbot:

1Sm9:1-4,17-19. 10:1: Ps 21: Mk 2:13-17
Ministries: If you are interested i training for any of the fol-
lowing ministries: Extraordinary Minister of Holy Commmunion, - .2 5_g. , S1-1.3-
Lector, Altar Server, or Usher, please contact the Parish Office. illu;d,? g_;j Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40; 1 Cor 1:1-3;

Hospital Visits: Because of the HIPPA regulations, we are

not notified when someone from our Parish is in the hospital. If
you want a Priest to visit you, please contact the Parish Office yourself, have a close family member contact us, or ask some-
one at the hospital to contact us. Friends and neighbors do not make the decision for a Priest to visit the sick. It nmst be at
the request of the famuly. If you are local, we can make the visit. If you are in Winchester, please let the hospital know that
you want a priest or contact the local parish.

SAFE ENVIRONMENT
CARING FOR GOD’S CHILDREN

To report an incident of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you may confi-
dentially contact WV Child Protective Services at 800-352-6513. In addition to civil authorities, to report suspected cases of
sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston fo the Diocese, please contact the Diocese at 888-434-
6237 or 304-233-0880. Please visit www.dwc.org under “Accountability™ for additional information and reporting methods.




